
January 26-February 11, 2024 

Fridays & Saturdays at 7:30pm 

Sundays at 2:00pm 
Pay What You Can Thursday, February 8th at 7:30pm 

ASL Performance Sunday, February 11th at 2:00pm 
Sponsorship provided by: 



Tacoma Little Theatre recognizes that they teach and perform on Indigenous land: 
the traditional homelands of the Puyallup people. 

ʔuk’ʷədiitəb ʔuhigʷətəb čəɫ txʷəl tiiɫ ʔa čəɫ ʔal tə swatxʷixʷtxʷəd ʔə tiiɫ puyaləpabš 
dxʷəsɫaɫlils gʷəl ʔutxʷəlšucidəbs həlgʷəʔ.  

“We gratefully acknowledge that we rest on the traditional lands 
of the Puyallup People where they make their home 

and speak the Lushootseed language.”  



210 N I Street 

Tacoma, WA  98403 

253-272-2281 

www.tacomalittletheatre.com 

TLT is a proud member of: 

TACOMA LITTLE THEATRE STAFF 
Managing Artistic Director .............................................................. Chris Serface 

Office Manager .............................................................................. Adria Hembree 

Technical Director ........................................................................... Blake R. York 

Lead Carpenter ................................................................................ Frank Roberts 

Education Director ................................................................ Stephanie Kroschel 

Production Manager ........................................................................ Dylan Twiner 

Development Director ....................................................................Diana George 

Support Staff .................................. Casey Brown, Jade DeLoye, Nathan Lovitt  

House Managers ...................... Russ Coffey, Cara Hazzard, Nathaniel Walker 
Lani Boykin, Mara Aveline, Ron Bauer 

Originally produced on Broadway by Scott Rudin, Eli Bush, 
Joey Parnes, Sue Wagner, and John Johnson 

Commissioned and first produced by South Coast Repertory 
 

A DOLL’S HOUSE, PART 2 benefited from a residency at New Dramatists 
 

ANY VIDEO AND/OR AUDIO RECORDING OF THIS 
PRODUCTION IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED 

 
A DOLL’S HOUSE, PART 2 is presented by special arrangement with 

Dramatists Play Service, Inc., New York 

A Doll’s House, 
Part 2 

BY LUCAS HNATH 



President 
Jeanette Sanchez-Izenman 

 
 
 

Vice President 
Maria Valenzuela 

 
 

Secretary 
Maria-Tania Bandes B. 

Weingarden 
 
 

Treasurer 
Brenda Ballinger 

 

Members At Large 

Russell Campbell 

Aya Clark 

Eric Clausell 

Martin Goldsmith 

Pamela Roza Hayes 

Jenny Hubbard 

Blake Kremer 

Jalen Penn 

Chandler T. Thomas 

Ashley Young 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 



ARTISTIC STAFF 

Please remember to silence your 

cell phone and mobile devices. 

No texting during the performance.    
—Thank you 

Director ..................................................................... Marilyn Bennett 

Stage Manager ............................................................... Lily Oellerich 

Technical Director ....................................................... Blake R. York 

Scenic Designer & Visuals ............................. Erin Manza Chanfrau 

based upon the 2018/2019 Scenic Design by Blake R. York 

Costume Designer ................................................... DCM Costumes 

Production Manager/Sound & Lighting Designer ... Dylan Twiner 

Properties Manager ........................................................... Jax Averna 

Scenic Artist .......................................................................... Jen York 

Dramaturg............................................................. Lydia K. Valentine 

Sound Board Operator ................................................ Brier Moreno 

Assistants to the Director ..................  Alicia Garcia & Ellen Peters 

Lead Carpenter .............................................................Frank Roberts 

Shop Assistant .................................................................. Nate Lovitt 

Photography ................................................. Dennis K Photography 

 



Marilyn Bennett (Director) 
Marilyn received her Ph.D. in Theatre History and Criticism from the University 
of Washington. She taught and administered theatre programs at St. Lawrence 
University, Hamilton College, Humboldt University, University of San Diego, 
and University of Puget Sound, and directed several plays at UWTacoma. An Eq-
uity actor, Marilyn performed on stage and in television in Washington, Califor-
nia, New York and Virginia, and has directed over fifty academic and profession-
al productions. A resident of Tacoma since 2001, Marilyn founded Toy Boat The-
atre in 2011 as the first theatre project supported by Tacoma's Space Works pro-
ject. Toy Boat has produced numerous projects around Tacoma, a favorite venue 
being King's Books.  Marilyn seeks to bring affordable, inspiring theatre to com-
munities less well served. "Theatre should lift the spirit, engage the mind, excite 
the senses and belong to everyone. It is our most vibrant way of sharing our sto-
ries and ourselves." Marilyn is married to professional guitarist Peter Pendras; 
Marilyn and Peter's son Trevor Pendras is also a guitarist/singer-songwriter in 
Seattle. 
 
Lily Oellerich (Stage Manager) 
Lily is a Stage Manager and Stagehand from Tacoma, and has been enjoying the-
atrical work in the area for the past 10 years. They hold a BFA in Theatre Design 
and Tech from Pacific Lutheran University. This is Lily's first show at TLT. Their 
past credits include The Last Days of Judas Iscariot (ASM) and The Thanksgiving Play 
(Production Manager). Lily would like to thank Marilyn, the cast, and the produc-
tion team for their tireless hard work on the show and the opportunity to work 
together.  
 
Blake R. York (Technical Director) 
Blake has been involved with theatre in the area for the past 17 years. Blake 
serves as TLT’s Technical Director, Set Designer, and Graphic Designer for the 
season posters. Favorite designs in the area include: Sleuth, Sylvia, Scrooge! The Musi-
cal, A Christmas Story, Rabbit Hole, Cabaret (TLT), Oliver!, A Funny Thing…., The 
Lion in Winter (Lakewood Playhouse), Tom Sawyer, Pippi Longstocking (TMP), and 
The Tempest (Olympia Little Theatre). Blake was named Best Director of the TLT 
production of The Pillowman at the 2019 AACT Regional Festival and won Best 
Scenic Designer in the AACT National Competition.  He would like to thank his 
wife Jen, his parents, and friends for everything they have done and continue to 
do for him.  In 2022, Blake was recognized as one of the 40 Under 40 by South 
Sound Business.  
 
Erin Manza Chanfrau (Scenic Designer & Visuals) 
Erin is a graphic designer who has done live theatre for most of her life. This has 
included directing, designing, painting, acting, and serving on nonprofit boards in 
the greater Puget Sound region. She has worked with Tacoma Opera, Tacoma 
Little Theatre, Dukesbay, Lakewood Playhouse, and many more. Erin spent the 

STAFF BIOGRAPHIES 



last six months running the Lakewood Playhouse while the organization con-
ducted a nationwide search for a new Managing Artistic Director. Thank you 
James and Ginger for all your love and support. 
 
DCM Costumes (Costume Designer) 
DCM Costumes was started by an aunt (Diane Craig) and nephew (Christopher 
Blake) with the same passion for costumes. They have been costuming local the-
aters for the last 10 years and were honored to be invited to work with Tacoma 
Little Theatre. They've had a wonderful time working with this talented and pro-
fessional group and look forward to many more shows in the future. 
 
Dylan Twiner (Production Manager/Lighting & Sound Designer) 
Dylan is glad to be a part of TLT.  He grew up listening to old timey radio plays 
and has loved collaborative story telling ever since. His previous TLT sound 
credits include Laura, A Doll’s House, Macbeth, Blithe Spirit, Dracula, and The Pillow-
man.  He has also been seen onstage in several productions in the area over the 
past decade, including with the improvised theatre group Muh Grog Zoo. Thank 
you for coming to see this show and supporting live theatre. 
 
Jen York (Scenic Artist) 
Jen has been a part of the local theatre community for over 15 years, serving as 
director, scenic artist, actor, stage manager, prop master, and youth educator for 
many of the area's theatres.  Her most recent directorial credits include: The Play 
That Goes Wrong, Seussical, The Underpants, and A Christmas Story at Tacoma Little 
Theatre and Inspecting Carol, It’s A Wonderful Life, and Narnia at the Lakewood 
Playhouse.  She would like to offer love and thanks to her family and friends for 
their unwavering support of all of her theatrical endeavors- both well planned 
and hare-brained. -xoxo  
 
Lydia K. Valentine (née Roberts) (Dramaturg) 
The collaborative, ongoing partnership with Marilyn and Toy Boat is one of the 
most enjoyable and rewarding ventures of her life. Lydia has a busy season; fol-
lowing this production, Variations on Falling (which Lydia is directing for SPSCC 
Theatre Collective) runs February 23-25 & March 1-3, and the UW Taco-
ma/TLT production of Rent (for which Lydia is the dramaturg) runs after A 
Doll’s House, Part 2. She hopes you will see these shows, too! Lydia is grateful 
every day for the love, laughter, wit, and support of her family, friends, ances-
tors, and Creator. (Instagram: @LyderaryInk.) 
 
Brier Moreno (Sound Board Operator) 
Brier is a theatre student at UPS and it is his fourth time working at TLT.  Previ-
ous shows include Misery, The Shawshank Redemption, and Steel Magnolias. He’s so 
glad to be back! 
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It isn't often that we as theatre-goers have an opportunity to view a "sequel" to 
a classic play written 145 years ago. Playwright Lucas Hnath (pronounced 
"Nathe") has served up this delicious historical-yet-modern mash-up of a re-
visit to Henrik Ibsen's ground-breaking and controversial, 1879 masterpiece, A 
Doll's House, which was part of TLT's 2018-2019 season, and which I was for-
tunate enough to direct. 
 
In A Doll's House, a young Norwegian mother of three small children, Nora 
Helmer, has been a secret benefactor to both her father and her husband, Tor-
vald Helmer, through their bouts of ill health. Yet she is regarded by her hus-
band as a "doll", has to cajole and beg for an allowance, and is considered inca-
pable of running her own affairs. Ultimately, Nora leaves Helmer and her chil-
dren in her famous and, at the time, shocking departure, to find her own agen-
cy. The play caused an uproar and was deemed scandalous in its time. 
 
Fast Forward 139 years. The bold young American playwright, Lucas Hnath, 
asks the question: "What if Nora came back, say, fifteen years later, like in 
1894? What might she have been up to?" What emerged  is an incredibly imagi-
native, acute and forward-looking A Doll's House, Part 2. 
 
Hnath's imaginings breathe vibrant new life into Nora, who, it turns out, does 
not get swallowed up, re-married, or overlooked; she finds her voice, her call-
ing, and her independence...or so she thinks. It turns out that while she's been 
living a full, rich life for fifteen years, there is a bit of "unfinished business" 
that needs tending... 
 
Hnath's sequel is deliciously creative and boldly modern. His dialogue fuses the 
antiquity of the original play to a contemporary vernacular, and while the char-
acters are familiar, they have all aged by fifteen years; Nora's youngest child, 
Emmy, has grown into a confident, curious, and determined young adult. 
 
A Doll's House, Part 2 has revived Ibsen's original play with it's audacious, acute 
action and clever central problem. And, with the cast pared down to the "Four 
Essentials"--Nora, Torvald, daughter Emmy, and long-suffering maid Anne 
Marie,--we are treated to a rich and explosive dialectic on notions of marriage; 
does this binding contract deserve another look? 
 
Profound gratitude to Tacoma Little Theatre's awesome staff and crew mem-
bers, and to this incredible company of actors. 

Enjoy! 
Marilyn Bennett 

 

DIRECTOR’S NOTE 



Nora ........................................... Annie Katica Green 

Torvald ....................................................... Sean Neely 

Anne Marie .......................................... Dana Galagan 

Emmy ....................................... Brookelyne Peterson 

 
WHERE 

Norway. Inside the Helmer house. 
 

WHEN 
15 years since Nora left Torvald. 

 
ACT 1 

Scene 1: Nora 
Scene 2: Torvald 

Scene 3: Anne Marie 
 

—15 minute intermission— 
 

ACT 2 
Scene 1: Emmy 

Scene 2: Nora & Torvald 

CAST LIST 

SUPPORT TLT ON SOCIAL MEDIA! 
Connect using our Free WiFi 

SSID: TLT Guest   Password: 100YEARS 



CAST BIOGRAPHIES 
Dana Galagan (Anne Marie) 
Dana is very happy to be back on the stage at TLT. Last seen here 
as Mrs. Peacock in Clue. Past TLT roles have included Madame Ar-
cati in Blithe Spirit, and Clairee in Steel Magnolias. Other credits in-
clude Jo Cabot in Reservoir Dogs, and Mary Baltimore in On the Verge. 
Thank you to her castmates who inspired her, to director Marilyn 
for her creative guidance, and to Lily O. for being a brilliant SM. 
Love to her parents who are with her in spirit, to friends who make 
her life rich, and to Dan and Lily G for leaving the porch light on. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Annie Katica Green (Nora) 
As a kid, Annie fell in love with theatre right here in Tacoma. Hav-
ing studied and performed in LA, San Diego, and Seattle, she is 
grateful to take on occasional projects back in her hometown and at 
her favorite little theatre. Revisiting Nora on the TLT stage - 15 
years later for Nora and 5 later for Annie - is a wild delight, with 
thanks due to Marilyn. Other memorable undertakings include Hes-
ter Prynne (The Scarlet Letter); Sylvia (Sylvia); Eliza Doolittle (My Fair 
Lady); Melibea (The Illusion), Yvette (Mother Courage and Her Children), 
Annie (Annie). To Brian, Laila, & Bo: love you…thank you. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Sean Neely (Torvald) 
Sean was last seen as Torvald in TLT’s 2019 production of A Doll’s 
House. Other notable roles include: Michal in TLT’s The Pillowman 
(State and National acting awards). Danny in Slimtak’s Chicago pro-
duction of Danny and the Deep Blue Sea. The Major in Chicago’s Steep 
Theatre Company’s Incident at Vichy (Windy City Times top five 
performances of 2005). He’d like to thank Marilyn for the oppor-
tunity, his Theatre teacher in Junior High, David Duvall, for starting 
it all, and his wife and kids for all of their ongoing support. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Brookelyne Peterson (Emmy) 
Brookelyne just recently moved to Washington from Utah, where 
she graduated with honors from Utah Tech University with a Bach-
elor of Science in Theatre. Brookelyne has been acting for 10+ 
years and has performed in 20+ roles. Some of Brookelyne’s favor-
ites include: Macbeth in Macbeth N.9 (Tumbleweed Theatre Compa-
ny), Drowsy Chaperone in The Drowsy Chaperone (UTU), Everybody in 
Everybody (UTU), and Renfield in Count Dracula (UTU). This is her 
Tacoma Little Theatre acting debut and she can’t wait to share this 
compelling story with you! More of her work can be seen at 
brookelynepeterson.com. 



SWEENEY10 

DRAMATURGY 
When we meet Nora in the original play, she comes across as a bit of a flibberti-
gibbet. She seems frivolous and flighty and is treated as such by Helmer. Some of 
his pet names for her are “My little skylark,” “My little squirrel,” “My little singing 
bird,” “My pretty little pet,” and “My little sweet-tooth." She does not mind, even 
though she has a lot more going on in her mind and a lot more on her shoulders 
than he could ever know or even consider. Nora plays a role for him (and differ-
ent roles with different people, though not maliciously). There are hints from the 
beginning that Nora is very socially savvy, likely in great part due to her upbring-
ing in a wealthy family, though she has no aspirations to be of society. Her family 
is central to her life. 

Nora had grown up with only Anne Marie as a mother-figure. (Her mother gave 
birth while she and Nora's father were traveling, and she died soon after, leaving 
a grief-stricken husband to find an immediate nursemaid: Anne Marie.) While 
Anne Marie was always incredibly loving and devoted to Nora, their societal 
structure did not allow any blurring of the boundaries of class, so the absence of 
her mother was likely always felt in their home. As a result, Nora became Wife 
and Mother, not quite like a caricature, but as painted with the innocent, uncom-
plicated, bright, broad strokes of a child. Her children and her husband are 
EVERYTHING to her, and leaving them is a true sacrifice.  

The Torvald of the original play presents as an overly indulgent husband who 
caters to his wife's every whim - especially financially. He does not know much 
about the day-to-day dealings of a household or of his wife and children. He has 
recently been promoted at the bank, which is of great importance, as Torvald 
hints at having a modest (perhaps even meager) background. He has a palpable 
fear of poverty and homelessness and may overcompensate by lavishing money 
and treats on Nora. 

Also, Torvald has not necessarily felt that he has been completely able to provide 
Nora with the way of life that Nora's father - with more wealth and status - had 
upheld. In addition, he had been very ill* early on in their marriage, which led to 
Nora doing everything in her power to heal him, so he may feel like he has more 
than a little to make up to her. 

Torvald is a man of his time who definitely feels he is intellectually and emotion-
ally superior to Nora. He does not fathom that she could by any means be his 
equal.  What is moral and just influences Helmer significantly, and lying (even by 
omission as it happens) over all of this time has surely had a physical and mental 
impact. 

 

* Torvald's extended illness, led a desperate Nora to forge her father's signature 
on bank documents, borrowing money to take Torvald to Italy to recuperate.  

 

 



DRAMATURGY 
Emmy has had a society-girl education and developed skills in writing, arts, mu-
sic and a smattering of foreign language. She's had to take on some of the care-
taking of her father and brothers despite her young age. She's keenly aware of the 
incredibly fine line they are treading, knowing that one slip could render them 
social outcasts. She would not want to endanger her status, that of her father, and 
that of her fiancé. 

Anne Marie in the original play gives us a glimpse of the sacrifices that women 
of her class and status have to make, especially if their honor has been compro-
mised. As a “poor girl who had gotten into trouble,” Anne Marie had to forego 
mothering her own child in order to mother Nora because that was the only way 
she could make a living. She has given her best years, her health, her heart, and-in 
a large part-her freedom to the Helmer family. 

 

FEMINISM in NORWAY 

• Due to emigration through the 1880s and 1890s, by 1900 there were 165 men 
to every 100 women. The consequence was "the disintegration of the family 
unit," resulting in an increase in births outside marriage and an overwhelming 
increase in prostitution. 

• The explosion of prostitution and the proliferation of brothels cause strong 
reactions, which focused public attention on the problem of sexual morality. 

• In 1881 the Association Against Public Immorality was founded. 

• During the debate on double standards (1879–1884), marriage was regarded 
as the basic unit of society, but one that should be reformed.  

• Nora's writings may have been similar to The Bohemia of Kristiania, written by 
Hans Jaeger in 1885, argued that marriage was not a foundation of society, 
and the debate should focus on a more political solution to women's inequal-
ity. Jaeger believed that marriage should be replaced with free love.  

• Jaeger's book was confiscated. He was arrested, fined, and sentenced to 60 
days in prison. He also lost his job and was reviled in society.  

• Nora's position is certainly tenuous if this is what happened to a man. 

"When liberal-minded men want to bring about some improvement in the position of 
women in society, they first inquire whether public opinion – men – will approve. It is the 

same as asking wolves whether they favor new measures for the protection of sheep." 

 

- Henrik Ibsen, Notes and Jottings (winter 1882–83), quoted in Henrik Ibsen: A Critical  
Anthology, edited by James McFarlane 
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Nelly LeMaitre 
Colleen Littlejohn 
Kimberly Lockman 
Joe Lonergan 
Tara Long 



Kaycee Lopez 
John Magnifico 
Steve Mariotti 
Lindsey Materi 
Scott Mattsen 
Diane McAlister 
Elise Mchugh 
Rachel McHugh 
Ann McPartlon 
Dewey Mee 
Marion Miller 
Ariana Milman 
Ashley Mohoric 
Jill Mohr 
Mica Moore 
Mary E Moran 
Jaqueline Morey 
Vladimir Morozov 
Roger Morrow 
Ricardo Morton 
Anonymous 
Michelle Nicholson 
Pamela and Peggy Nix 
Michael Nolan 
Raymond Norkus 
Lilian Oellerich 
Carson Omilusik 
Rhonda Otte 
Richard Pardo 
Susan Paredes 
Annette Peck 
Stevo Pecoraro 
Dorothy Perkins 
Ann Pinsky 
Sandra Plagemann 
Joan Potter 
Kaylie Rainer 
Jean Ramey 
Rob Rang 
Margaret Redlich 
Doris Richards 
Ginger Richardson 
Elizabeth Richmond 
Jenifer Rifenbery 
Jeaux Rinedahl 
Erika Rood 
John Saunders 
Diane Savage 
Lord Thomas Scheid 
Anna Schmick 
Mark Schweizer 

Lee Ann Seaholm 
Chris Shumway 
Hannah Sindorf 
Janet Skreen 
Brenda Slaughter 
David Snyder 
Beccy Stave 
Margie Stenberg 
Kitty Stevens 
Sage Stevens 
Karren Storment 
Christopher Stover 
Pamela Sulenes 
Julie Summers 
Carolyn Taylor 
Rachel Terlep 
Judith Thierry 
Karen Tidwell 
Diane Tilstra 
Angelina Treutlein 
Susan Troxell 
William & Jean Tudor 
Ingrid Turner 
Hava Tursky 
Tanya Velasquez 
John Vidan 
Allison Warren 
Aileen Wedvik 
Gerry Weston 
Teagan Williamson 
Kai Wolff 
Nicole Wright 
 
CORPORATE & FOUNDATION SUPPORT 
The Aloha Club 
Artsfund 
Boeing Gift Matching Program 
Dimmer Family Foundation 
Fred Meyer Community Rewards 
The Gottfried and Mary Fuchs Foundation 
The Florence B. Kilworth Foundation 
The Markel Corporation 
Edward P. & Juanita J. Miller 
National Endowment for the Arts 
Tacoma Creates 
The Rotary Club of Tacoma #8 
The Seattle Foundation-The Morgan Fund 
Thrivent Choice 
Washington State Arts Commission  

Interested in becoming involved with TLT? 
We are always looking for help on stage, and off. 

Audition information is on our website, 
or you can always sign up to volunteer for 

ushering, painting, set work, or office help. 



TLT AND THE UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON-TACOMA 

THEATRE DEPARTMENT TEAM UP AGAIN! 


