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THE TACOMA LITTLE THEATRE

presents

ABSURD PERSON
SINGULAR

A comedy by

Alan Ayckbourn
Directed by Jon Kretzu

Arranged with Samuel French, Inc.




Absurd Person Singular

by Alan Ayckbourn

ACT ONE
Sidney and Jane's Kitchen: Last Christmas

ACT TWO
Geoffrey and Eva's Kitchen: This Christmas

ACT THREE
Ronald and Marion's Kitchen: Next Christmas

(There will be two ten-minute intermissions)
Coffee - Tea - Cocoa & Cookies
will be available in the Lobby

Th

e Cast

Sidney Hopcroft ...................cen.
Jane Hopcroft..............ooein
Ronald Brewster-Wright.............
Marion Brewster-Wright .............

........................................ Martin Larson?

.................................... Annette K. Miles’
......................................... Dan Forbush /

...................................... Shcron' O'Nedl /

GeOoffrey JACKSON ......covviiiiiiini i Brian Weber/

EvA JOCKSON ....ovvvvvviiiiiniiiniiiens

VOice Of GEOIGEe .......cviniiiiierii i F. Emmaline Peterson

Our

Director

JON KRETZU......Since moving to Seattle seven years ago Jon has worked throughout the
city as a Director, Assistant Director, Teacher and Fine Arts Critic. His directing work has also
been seen in Los Angeles and Milwaukee. Jon's productions include The Taming of the

Shrew, 5th of July, Streamers, Buried Child
Shadow Box and Alan Ayckbourn's other

. ADoll'sHouse, Arms and The Man, Deathtrap, The
Christmas play, Season's Greetings. He has served

as the Assistant Director on several shows af A.C.T. and the Seattle Repertory Theatre. Jon
is also very active as a Journalist with his Classical Music and Theatre criticism appearing in
a number of Seattle Newspapers and Magazines.

Before the play and after the play

CATRE

THE BAVARIAN RESTAURANT
Old Country Charm

Imported German Beer and Wine
Authentic German Dishes W Steaks and Seafood

Cocktails in the Edelweiss Room

Open 7 Days
JUST 4 BLOCKS AWAY
Corner of Division & K H627-5010

SOCIAL COMMERCIAL- TH
»  206-851-7985

Tacoma Little Theatre is a non-profit
community theatre. All donations are
“tax deductible.” Please include your
name to those in this program who have
made cash contribution. Don’t forget us,
we can always use paint, period
clothing, furniture, lumber, office sup-
plies, and a personal corcputer!!
Thank you very much for supporting

“your” only true community theatre.

POB 1638 - GIG HARBOR.,

BRIXE VIDEO

BRUCE WHITTLES. DIR_..

THE NEW ' ”

1988 CHEVROLET

Corsica 4-Door Sedan

Bring Your Theatre Ticket Stub
for 5% Over Dealer Cost.

WALKER CHEVROLET
Seattle 633 Division Ave. Tacoma, WA 98403 Tacoma
622-4940 “WE SUPPORT TACOMA'S LITTLE THEATRE” 627-3111

#
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CLUB NIGHT AT
THE TACOMA TAPINTO $20000 PLUS

The Tacoma Little Theatre gratefully acknowledges the

kind & generous support given us. We thank the
Ll L following people for their contributions.

UNION .
. . . 4 Coke
Tacoma Little Theatre is available to perform ) '
its currently running production for your club Nalley’s Corporation
or group as a fundraiser for you and an eve- _ Pierce County Medical
ning of entertainment. Mr. & Mrs. Ed Schneebeck
Club d 1able on Wednesd 1312% VISA United Bank
ub dates are available on Wednesdays or TH ANN .
Thursdays. Check with the Box Office for WITHNO UAL FEE. Western Community Bank CATERING ¢ GOURMET COOKWARE
availability (272-2481). We must know six TAPCO i a full service financial institution with over $62 Corporate Council for the Arts COCOPOPIOCOPEDOD
weeks in advance of the date. you wish, as the B e e . e, B Pierce County Arts Commission Foaturing Customized “Gift Baskets”
cast members must be advised of the extra B e 1987/88 Season funded in part by
show night and plan accordingly. Smaller illlgt‘(}bltls'l:fes]c:pmes::fTAPCOKOday- Coming soon o 6312 5. \ the Tacoma Arts Commission f 110 Tacoma Avenue N. ® Tacoma, WA 98403
groups can only be accommodated at our ' '

regularly scheduled performances. Call the
box Ofﬁce for group rates. _ #

CLUB NIGHT FOR | 572-8700 TH E
RE$(3}§)I£R PRODUCTIONS: Extension 53 P O RTR AIT
GALLERY

CLUB NIGHT FOR THE MUSICAL:

$45000 1127 Broadway Plaza Tacoma, WA 98402

One half of the payment is due at time of book- TAPCO 627-1211
Lngf perf(})lrman;e. The other half is due the day CREDIT UNION Photography Services For:

etore the periormance. » Events s Weddings = Family Portraits = High School Seniors = Commercial
There are 314 seats available in the theatre and 1'800'345'7183 Official Photographer for the Tacoma Stars
if you sold the tickets for $6.00, you would IN WASHINGTON STATE NG G P G G G TG
gross $1,884.00, deduct the rental fee, and your Our family heirloom portraits can be taken at your home, your favorite park
group or club would stand to make $1.434 to 624S.K STREET or our studio — our primary concern is to create a personalized,

$1,534! T ACOMA, WA 98405 unique photograph of your family, children or yourself.




SUPERSTAR

$100.00 PLUS

The Tacoma Little Theatre gratefully acknowledges the
kind & generous support given us. We thank the
following people for their contributions.

Ronald & Rita Adsitt
Francis & Eloise Ash
Allen P. Forsyth
Col. James Grindell
James & Edith Laurent
Mark & Alex Lewington
Sarah C. Sloat

Susan C. Harrison

\
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Serving Downtown Tacoma
for over 25 years

Restaurant Hours: Lounge Hours:

6 a.m. to 9 p.m. 11 a.m. to2 a.m.

Mon. thru Sat. Mon. thru Sat.
7 a.m. to 8 p.m. Noon to 8 p.m.
Sunday Sunday

NOW FEATURING

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT IN OUR LOUNGE
FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHTS FROM 9 PM.

242 ST. HELENS AVENUE
TACOMA, WASHINGTON 98402
(206) 5729572

Sister MOON Cagé
at IMPRINTS bookstore

Providing Refreshments During Intermission

917 N. 2nd Tacoma WA 98403  383-6322

AgB

BOOKKEEPING, TAX & SERVICES
Specializing in Tax Problems

Since 1962

15 TACOMA AVE. N.
TACOMA, WA 98403

206 272-3400
272-8733

The Tacoma Little Theatre salutes the
Tacoma/Pierce County Corporate Coun-
cil for the Arts (TPC/CCA) and its 210
member companies for their annual sus-
taining fund support. Since this united
business fund began in 1983, the Tacoma
Little Theatre has received combined total
grant support of $4,650, including a 1987
grant of $1,650.

A TPC/CCA contribution provides vital,
unrestricted operating dollars that help
Tacoma Little Theatre and 9 other Tacoma
arts groups pay for general operating
expenses.

Tacoma/Pierce County
Corporate Council for the Arts

g

Antique Orientals
O ¢ 147%0»
\“:e\\g\i\“& KNS
] O
D)+ BIJAN o % (@]
&,

& 7
e FINEORIENTALRUGS ¥,
E® %,

Indian Dhuries

753 BROADWAY BIJAN GHATAN, Owner
TACOMA, WA 98402 (206) 383-3410
* We Encourage Home Trials *

nd oiffs since 1903
fine flowers @
SUPPORTS THE
TACOMA LITTLE THEATRE

809 Pacific Ave. M Tacoma, WA 98402 Wl 627-2147

LEADING ROLES

$50.00 PLUS

The Tacoma Little Theatre gratefully acknowledges the
kind & generous support given us. We thank the
following people for their contributions.

Mark Adolph
Jack Aitken
Bank of California
Le Roy Jewelers
Alan W. & Margaret Kennebeck
Valen & Marilyn Kramer
Pauline Lewis
Sandi Marocco
Blanche Poole
Dr. & Mrs. SW. Tuell
Mrs. F. K. Walls
Barbara Wheaton

‘““resources for success’
627-2153

Dagney Vaswig

A\ 4

OFFICE PRODUCTS

BUSINESS EQUIPMENT

Office Design Group

DIVISION DIVISION
TELECOMMUNICATIONS OFFICE FURNITURE
A7 DIVISON =) DIVISION
obG — CORPURIARE

Computer Supplies & Furnitunr-e

TheStationersInc.

711 St. Helens Avenue Tacoma, Washington 98402




M Il ’ Morrell’s

O rre s Dry Cleaners
Free pick up and delivery
service to business
people at your place of

business. Call us for infor-
mation on route times in

PRESCRIPTIONS, INC.

“SERVING TACOMA SINCE 1973"
CALL US FOR A PRICE QUOTE

608 North 1st
Tacoma, WA 98402

(206) 572-7121

I_ ow your area.
Generics
Available
Greeting
Cards ’ -
Gifts & ) /4
Candies == H D Baker Business Systems .......
Ask About Our FREE Prescl’iption Delivery 915 CENTER ST. P.O_BOX 2254_TACOMA. WASHINGTON 98401
(North ‘I’ Location Only) o SEATHLE—otrueBREMEATON
572-6473 473-7246
204 NORTH ' 7304 LAKEWOOD DR. W.

BLK. N. OF WRIGHT PARK STAMFORD COURT

AUDITION NOTICE ()

You are welcome to audition for our upcoming productions.

1987/88 SEASON
TACOMEA LITTLE THEATRE AUDITION SCHEDULE

All auditions are “open.” No experience is necessary, however it is helpful to bring a resume if you
have one. It will be attached to the audition form which is completed at the time you audition. For
more information please call the box office 1-5 p.m. weekdays at (206) 272-2481.

THE COUNTRY GIRL by Clifford Odets, an American classic, opening November 6th — Auditions September 20 & 21, 7 to
9 p.m. — 6 men and 2 women.

ABSURD PERSON SINGULAR by Allan Ayckbourn, a modern comedy, opening January 15th — Auditions November 22
& 23,7t0 9 p.m. — 3 men & 3 women.

RING AROUND THE MOON by Jean Anhouil, a whimsical french masterpiece, opening February 26th — Auditions
January 3 & 4, 7 to 9 p.m. — 5 men & 6 women.

PACK OF LIES by Hugh Whitmore, a fascinating spy story, opening April 8th — Auditions February 14 & 15, 7t0 9 p.m. —
3 men & 5 women. )

DAMES AT SEA by Haimsohn, Miller & Wise, a singin’ and dancin’ musical, opening May 20th — Auditions February 7, 8
&9, 7t0 9 p.m. — 4 men, 3 women and 10 chorus.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR INTEREST IN AUDITIONING WITH TACOM@A LITTLE THEATRE!

® BANQUET FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS
® POTTED PLANTS @ BALLOONS

Craner Creation/inc

FOR FLOWERS THAT LAST
® FLOWERS AND GIFTS ® DRIED AND SILK ARRANGEMENTS

E FOUR LOCATIONS FOR QUALITY SERVICE CITY AND SUBURBAN DELIVERY
@8 584-1400 581-3100 564-5725 272-5433
BANK CARDS THUNDERBIRD LAKEWOOD GREEN FIRS DOWNTOWN
WELCOME SHOPPING CENTER VILLA PLAZA SHOPPING CENTER 907 PACIFIC AVE.

A BRIEF HISTORY

THE TACOMA
LITTLE THEATRE

In 1918 the Tacoma Little Theatre sprang from a devoted group
called The Civic Drama League. This cultural organization
wanted to promote the theatrical arts in the community and
offered lectures, study groups and play readings. As they grew
in nu tbers, the need for a theatre became imperative.

During the 1920’s, the Annie Wright Seminary was located
at Tacoma Avenue and Division Street. They had a small stage
and auditorium they made available to the drama league for
the production of plays.

As Tacoma grew, the seminary sold this property and
relocated to North Tacoma Avenue, where Annie Wright is
today. Of course, this left The Civic Drama League without
atheatre. The old Slovonian Hall at the foot of the 30th Street
hill was available and the group proceeded to build a stage
and auditorium, all volunteer. They were so successful that
soon The Civic Drama League outgrew this facility and began
searching for a new home. It was during this time they add-
ed the name of Tacoma Little Theatre as their production com-
pany, eventually to drop the name of The Civic Drama League
from public use.

In 1939 and 1940 theatre members held endless benefits, par-
ties and sales in order to purchase our present building at 210
North ‘I’ Street. The building was an auto repair garage that
became the stage and auditorium area. The lobby of today
was added about 1950. This garage required extensive re-
modeling. Improvements consisted of a trussed roof, a revolv-
ing stage (building on a Northern Pacific Railroad track),
dressing rooms, heating plant, lavatories, and special wir-
ing for productions. Used seats were secured from the Univer-
sity of Washington.

As you can see, the Tacoma Little Theatre has a history of
supporters who value theater in our community. We invite
you to experience live theatre and to support your community
theatre now, to preserve it for the future generations.

Dental Health

Stadium

oy
Center TTT

Theodore Christensen, D.D.S., PS.
Rolf Christensen, D.D.S.
(206) 383-4901

2 North Tacoma Avenue at Division ® Tacoma, WA 98403

N\

The Tacoma Little Theatre gratefully acknowledges the

SUPPORTER

$20.00 PLUS

kind & generous support given us. We thank the
following people for their contributions.
Anonymous, Anonymous
Eileen Baker
Mr. & Mrs. B.B. Bombardier
Wallace R. Drake
Carl Erb
Peggy Demers
Mr. & Mrs. James Firn
George F. & Katherine E. Fisher
Arnold J. Herrman
Charles & Dianna Hough
Miriam T. Kemp
Anne Kurtis
Randy & Joyce Lert
Mr. & Mrs. J. Pasic, Jr.
Marjorie H. Stansfield
Sue Wells'




TACOMA LITTLE THEATRE
1987/88 MEMBERS OF
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Mark Lewington Jim Firn

President Secretary

Mark Adolph Paul VanGiffen

Vice President

Ed Lord Jack Aitken

CPA, Treasurer

Finn S. Gunderson Ed Schneebeck
Recording Secretary

Elaine Winter Barbara Minas

Managing Director

Eileen Baker
CPA

D. J. Heffernan Barbara Wheaton
Al Kennebeck

E. Peter Stiles

TEORSENS

CodtimeShop

® HAIR GOODS

® CARDS

® NOVELTIES

® PARTY SUPPLIES
* MAGIC

TACOMA’S MOST AUTHENTIC
COSTUMER SINCE 1902

I2Z4NO. T 572-2662

Toﬂ-’ W (e Snac

ﬂ GOURMET EUROPEAN BISTRO

Take time to experience a
eividi éd 6nea/¢{¢ut on luncheon.
cltl

thnic entreea
accompa.ncedmg fabuloua aoupa,
delectable dmuu and the
{ineat espresso bevenagea.

Been € Wine available.

HOURS
TUE-FRI 7 am-2:30 pm (Lunch at # am)
SAT-SUN' 8.am-2:30 pm (Breakfast Only)
Closed Mondays

Marcy & Dale Towry, Propriétors

322 Tacoma Avenue South (206) 272-5937
SPEAR CARRIER

$10.00 PLUS

The Tacoma Little Theatre gratefully acknowledges the
kind & generous support given us. We thank the
following people for their contributions.

Anonymous
M. Enid Davis
D. Matteson
William Nix
Jim & Joann Savitz
Michael Brian Smith

Elaine Winter

Production Staff

1 =Tex (o] PP UURPEPTITN Jon Kretzu
Production MaRAgeTr .....c.eriiii i s Mark Adolph
SOE DBSIGN - e et e Ted Gentry
S To 10T aTe D=t o [ T TS Jon Kretzu
I To] 11T g o D T=T o | I OO Terry Gibson
Property Mistress oo e Sian Forbush
MaStEr CarPeNIer .. cu i e et Trevor Daly
Master EIBCHHCIAN ..ot e e e Allen Delaney
Sound TECHNICIAN «...iee it Scott Miller
Set CONSIIUCHON oo Mark Adolph, Sian Forbush, Terry Gibson,

Wendy Hawkins, Len Kannapell, Scott Miller
Publicity PROIOS. .. c.ueeieneieee e David Grimes of "The Portrait Gallery"
Playbill  cenee e e D C Publishing

BOX OffiC8 .ttt e Linda Graham
Box Office (Show Nights) .................. Nancy Coe, Jane Boardman, Marcie Rude, Linda Graham
House Managers ...........ccoevvivicineennen Bili & Pat Anderson, Sherri Heitzman, Tommy Hopwood,

Owen & Virginia Woolard, Norm Strand, Richard Bender,
Roberta Shepard and Mr. & Mrs. Robert Whetsell
UShers ...ovviviiiiiiiiiiiinnenns irl Tr 291, Jennifer Payne, Jalene Summers, Shannon Beebe,

Monica Wolfe, Heather Pilarski, Windy Parkinson, Dana Joque,
DeAnne Thompson, Salli Konek, Amber Howell

Girl Scout Troup # 93, Meghan Allard, Ann Mari Bakken, Mandy Brady,
Laura Cheesbro, Deborah Dezutter, Stephanie Hendrick, Ashly Hoffman,
Katie Moller, Katie Nadeau, Allison Niemeyer, Anne Novotney, Kallie Scott

Lincoln High School ~ Trisa Fogell & Donna Stockmeyer

SPECIAL THANKS TO...

Seattle Repertory Theatre Jim Pierson
Jarvie Paint Company

Welcome New Donors

Weir's Appliance
Kitchen Techniks

***SUPERSTAR*** *SUPPORTERS*
Mildred G. Baker D. J. Heffernan
Dr. & Mrs. Vern Nessan Aloha Club Betty & George Fisher

**LEADING ROLES** Eileen Baker
Nancy Wittenberg ‘ D. J. Heffernan

*SPEAR CARRIERS*
Helen Weed




Meet the Cast...

Martin Peter Larsen as Sidney Hopcroft. Martin most recently appeared in the University of
Puget Sound's production of "Three Sisters and T.L.T.'s "The Liar." He is a graduate of California
State Long BeachinMusical Theatre, Performance and Direction. Martin has preliminary acceptance
to Eugene O'Neil Institute of Theatre in Connecticut for next fall. He will direct T.L.T.'s production of
DAMES AT SEA.

Annette K. Miles as Jane Hopcroft. T.L.T. audiences will remember her as "Columbia”, the
maid, in THE LIAR and "Lettie", the maid in SOMETHINGS AFOOT. She is proud to trade one apron
foranother. She would like to thank her mother for teaching her to be a "happy homemaker" and her
students at Lincoln High Schoolfor their ability to make her laugh. "Fr8liche Weihnachten & God Bless
Everyone

Danny Forbush as Ronald Brewster-Wright. Danny was last seen as "Doctor Balazoni" in
T.L.T.'s production of THE LIAR. Previously he has appeared in MRS. WARRENS PROFESSION,
HOBSON'S CHOICE and TRIBUTE (1985/86) and last seasons EPISODE 26 and THE LITTLE
FOXES.

Sharon O'Neal as Marion Brewster-Wright. Returning to Tacoma after a 25 year absence,
working abroad for the Defense Dept. ("I've been 'abroad' for a long, long time") "Finally," she said,
"I'm old enough for a really juicy part!" and despite over 20 musicals (FINIAN'S RAINBOW in 1963
to KISMET in 1983) "NOW is the best time."

Toni Rakestraw as Eva Jackson. This is Toni's first production with Tacoma Little Theatre.
Some of her favorite past roles have been "Constanze," Mozart's wife in AMADEUS, "Miss Sarah" in
GUYS AND DOLLS, "Daisy Mae Scragg" in LI'L ABNER, and "Laurel" in CHALK GARDEN.

Brian Weber as Geoffrey Jackson. Brianwas firstseenas "Lawyer Craven"in T.L.T.'s production

of SLY FOX and the current season as "Lelio", the liarin THE LIAR. In addition to acting he enjoys
writing short stories and one-act plays.

/
Art Display in our ‘Stage Door Gallery'
Courtesy of M.D. Photography

**CORPORATE
SPONSORS**

SEALAND SERVICE, INC.
PUGET SOUND NATIONAL BANK

e —
Alpha & Omega

Specializing in Quality Typography and Camera Services

@ur studio is small, with a professional but caring staff, state-of-the-art
equipment, and over 25 years experience in the graphic arts field. We spend
time with you, our client, so that what we produce reflects the quality, accuracy, design
and high standards envisioned by you. Call us today!

TYPOGRAPHY SERVICES CAMERA AND PREP SERVICES

® Digital type that can be manipulated ¢ Design, Paste-up and Complete Preparation for Printing
¢ Telecommunications e Stats, Halftone Stats, Reverse Stats, Color Stats

® Media Conversion (Disk Reading) ¢ Line and Halftone Negatives

® Proofing and editing ® Contact Prints/Veloxes

¢ Over 250 type styles to choose from ¢ Film Positives, Duplicate Negatives, Film Reverses

® 4. 72 pt. sizes in %2 pt. increments ® Special Effects: Tints, Multiple Images, Posterizations

® Quick turnaround time e Film sizes to 20"x24", single exposure from 9% to 1100%

Alpha & Omega Typography
AND CAMERA SERVICES
. 025 St. Helens ® Tacoma, WA 98402 e (206) 627-7747

Your most valuable possession. . .your life. . .
can be protected every hour of every day
with just a press of a button.

LIFECALL® EMERGENCY ALERT SYSTEMS

Instantly summon help without ever reaching for your telephone
for any medical, police or fire emergency.

Learn how you can save time that can save your life.
Contact:

Du Nor Associates
“Ever Alert”
Duncan MacLean
An Authorized Indpendent Lifecall® Dealer

564-6844




'TIS THE SEASON

Alan Ayckbourn's "Absurd Person Singular” is a comedy set at Christmastime so it comes as no great
surprise that its humor and merriment are rooted in chaos, pain and the tragedy of everyday life.
Ayckbourn's comic world has always been dominated by truthful interaction between realistic
people with the result that his plays, no matter how outrageous or farcical they may become, are
based in the bitter fact of human fallibility. Christmas is supposed to be a time of incredible peace
and joy - this is a fact we have stuffed down our throats yearly by the perpetually cheery glut of
commercial advertising that seems to begin its relentless descent sometime around Halloween. But
underneath the tinsel and the toys, it canalso be cause, as many studies have proven, for overwhelm-
ing depression, family squabbles and friendly pettiness. It is also a prime time for suicide. The
demented insistence on love and happiness supposedly shared by one and all, can make those who
are lacking either only more intensely sorrowful. There are few occasions more tension-filled than
enforced frivolity. "Absurd Person Singular,” with its trio of disastrous holiday get-togethers and
sense of Christmas-Card catharsis, provides us with a precious gift — the luxury of looking at
ourselves and laughing till we cry, rather than doing the opposite.

—Jon Kretzu
Director
Deck the halls with boughs of holly/'Tis the season to be jolly,
Don we now our gay apparel/Troll the ancient Yuletide carol.
Fast away the old year passes/Hail the new, ye lads and lasses,
Laughing, quaffing, all together/Heedless of the wind and weather.
Deck the Halls

For hundreds of years, kindness and charity have been shown at Christmas. At the old English
holiday feasts, all were welcome. In many places, it is still good luck to see a stranger at Christmas.
Christmas is a time of peace. People who are angry with each other sometimes make up. If countries
are at war, they try to stop fighting. For at least a few days there is peace on earth.

Christmas

Cass R. Sandak

Why didn't all those people downstairs go home so Santa Claus could come?
One Christmas
Truman Capote

Everyone is trying to cope with a world that is increasingly mystifying, increasingly alarming,.
Alan Ayckbourn

That broken star
at the top of the tree:
how broken can an old star be?
Some other ormnaments are cracked,
The tinsel's tarnished, and I think

The tree's too small. Twelve lights go on, A Christmas Package
Ten don't. They used to blink. "~ David McCord

celebrating our

69th Season




Act 1 cabinets manufactured by

KITCHEN TECHNIKS

454 St. Helens, Tacoma, Wa. 98402 ph. 272-2200

Suppliers of European cabinets and appliances with

complete service from design through installation

o
When you're looking for a ba%%%(, keép an eye out for this sign.

Puget Sound Bank gives you eve ng you need. From over 80 convenient
branches, to handy Quickbank® machiriég located all around the Puget Sound area.
We give you all the serviceg¥ou expect from a bank, plus
something extra. Sofie prefty terrific people.

(® Puget Sound Bank

Sound m@ur I?ﬁddle name.

Member ED.IC.




