WHO’S WHO -
by Sharry O’Hare

Ray Wheeler is well-qualified to bring “Sweet Charity” to the
boards, having entertained both stateside and abroad. Hailing from
Virginia, he attended William & Mary and locally, PLU, where he
received his BFA. His credits are numerous, most recently playing
the role of Fagin in Lakewood Players summer hit “Oliver!” and his
last TLT effort was directing another hit, “Gypsy.” His production
of “Next” for Lakewood Players recently competed in the One-Act
Festival in Yakima and placed second in the state. Ray is the
Special Assistant to the Operations for Metropolitan Development
Counseling . . . Another Virginian, Kathy Farley contributes her
capabilities in the field of music. A graduate of Elon College, Kathy
taught music in the Tacoma School District for 5 years and now
teaches piano. She is a member of Music Teachers National
Association. Her lovely voice has also been heard on this stage in
“Hello, Dolly!” and in ““Oliver!” for Lakewood Players, where sheis a
board member. She belongs to the Road Company and at present, is
attending the University of Puget Sound ... Sweet Charity is sweet
Karen Robbins, new to our stage, but far from being a stranger to
the Performing Arts. She played leading roles in the Summer
Showcase Theatre in Great Falls, Montana and PLU audiences will
remember her as Anna in the “King and I.”” She has a BA in Music
Chorale Education from PLU and will be teaching at Spanaway
Junior High. Meanwhile, she is a florist at Lund’s Floral, trying to
grow a garden and keep up with her needlework activities. Karen
and Mike Minor attended school in the same city in Montana, years
ago. She says they didn’t know each other then—she just
worshipped him from afar!! Mike Minor found the reunion with
Karen to be a nice surprise and he was very glad to be working with
her. Giving a good performance is not unusual for Mike who is well-
remembered for his portrayal of Henry Higgins in “My Fair Lady.”
Having taught English at Jason Lee for 6 years, Mike assumed new
duties this term coaching wrestling and track. He loves to cook—his
specialty: International Dinners. Picked up some new recipes while
in England last summer. .. An excellent actress with an impressive

theatrical background, Toby Wierson tries her hand at a musical,
her first since high school, where she admits to having mouthed
words to the songs. She attended acting school at the Portland Civic
Theatre and received rave reviews for her role in “Wait Until Dark.”
TLT awarded her a Dickie for “Plaza Suite” and she was claimed as
superb in the one-act “‘Next.” Toby is a loving gal who finds outings
with her family as Big Times. She’s restoring her old house, planting
a garden and learning racquet ball. . . as well as holding down a full
time job with Cole & Weber Advertising. Sharry O’Hare joined the
cast after doing Ado Annie in “Oklahoma” for Abbey Players of
Lacey. She’s Entertainer No. 4 in the Road Co., writes the Newsletter
for Lakewood Players, publicity for TLT, monthly bulletin for
Traffic Women, works as a secretary at Bekins, and is a theatrical
advisor for the Capitol Area Association for the Performing Arts. Is
sometimes known to be tired . . . Celebrating his 20th anniversary
with TLT, Tom Birkeland has participated in nearly every form of
theatrics—singing, acting, dancing and mostrecently, directing. He
has just finished a course at Real Estate School and awaits his test.
This year he will be submitting one of his compostions to the
American Song Festival. Tom is the 2nd Vice-President on the TLT
Board . . The fine voice of Gordy Karpen was first heard at TLT in
“Hello, Dolly!” That was also his first stage appearance. Since that
time, he has been busy performing with Harlequin Productions of
Olympia, and Abbey Players of Lacey as well as singing with the
Road Co., a four member variety group. Gordy studied music at Ft.
Steilacoom Community College and is presently employed at J. C.
Penneys . . . Former airline stewardess, Lisa Farman, first
appeared at TLT in the season’s opener, “Enter Laughing.” She is
serving as the President of the First Methodist Co-Op whose main
function is working with children in early education. Lisa and her
family are excited about summer plans—they’re going to berunning
down rivers in kyaks!!. .. The cast photos in the lobby are courtesty
of Sandy Sidell who’s been interested in photography for the last
five years. His art work was on display during “Sheep On The
Runway” where he also played the Ambassador. Aside from the
theatre and shutterbugging, the KSTW account executive is restor-
ing a 1939 Wurlizter jukebox.
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