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PRE-ORDER YOUR DRINK FOR INTERMISSION! 

 

 

Connie’s Coffee 
Connie knows the drink she likes and  
hopes that you’ll like her special  

combination of Kahlua and Cream! 

 
 

—OR— 
 

 

Millie’s Mixer 
Millie thinks that ice is a mixer. 
Enjoy Johnnie Walker whiskey 
on the rocks, if you really want it, 
we’ll add a mixer although Millie 

would be disappointed. 

Exit Laughing Drink Specials $6.00 



TACOMA LITTLE THEATRE STAFF 
Managing Artistic Director .............................................................. Chris Serface 

Office Manager ........................................................................ Karen Christensen 

Technical Director ........................................................................... Blake R. York 

House Managers .................................. Ron Bauer, Russ Coffey, Jack Johnson, 
Karrie Nevin & Steven Walker 

Box Office Interns .............. Alyshia Collins, Emma Deloye & Sarah Dohring 

210 N I Street 

Tacoma, WA  98403 

253-272-2281 

www.tacomalittletheatre.com 

TLT is a proud member of: 

by Paul Elliott 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Directed by Rick Hornor  

 
 

 
 

 

Exit Laughing was premiered in the American Association 
of  Community Theatre’s AACT New Play Fest by the  

Springfield Little Theatre in Springfield, MO 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

EXIT LAUGHING  is produced by arrangement with 
THE DRAMATIC PUBLISHING COMPANY, INC. 

of Woodstock, Illinois 



Director’s Note 

Late in the play, one of the characters says, “When it’s time to go, you ought 
to exit laughing. . . . it meant doing everything you ever wanted to do and to 
not go putting off anything until tomorrow.” 
 
Simply stated yet hauntingly profound — much like this play: lots of laughs, 
moments of sarcasm and histrionics, hurtful words, damaged relationships. 
Yet ultimately everyone in this play remains blanketed in the pervasive 
warmth of family and friends, determined to say, “Yes!” to life’s adventures.  
 
I’m confident I speak for every member of the cast and crew when I say that 
in collaborating on this production of Exit Laughing, we’ve each added one 
more adventure to what we always wanted to do so “when it’s time to go” 
we’ll exit laughing. We certainly hope you’ll exit the lobby of Tacoma Little 
Theatre tired from having laughed lots but also energized by the admonition 
to “not go putting off anything until tomorrow.” 

 

 

       Enjoy! 
       Rick 



Director .............................................................. Rick Hornor 

Stage Manager ................................................... Nena Curley 

Assistant Stage Manager ..........................Noelle Shai Edlin 

Set Design/Master Carpenter ....................... Blake R. York 

Assistant Carpenter .............................................. Ron Bauer 

Resident Costume Designer ....................... Michele Graves 

Resident Lighting Designer ............................. Niclas Olson 

Resident Properties/Hair/Wig Manager ... Jeffery Weaver 

Resident Scenic Artist ............................................ Ana Bury 

Sound Design .................... Chris Serface  & Blake R. York 

Special Choreography ....................................... Lexi Barnett 

Photography ................................... Dennis K Photography 

Graphic Design ............................................... Blake R. York 

Build Crew ...................... Gunnar Johnson, Frank Roberts, 
Nieva Langham, Michael Dresdner 

Paint Crew .................................. Jen York, Nieva Langham, 
Ron Bauer, Mason Quinn 

Please remember to silence your 

cell phone and mobile devices. 

No texting during the performance.    —Thank you 

Artistic Staff 



Rick Hornor (Director) 
Rick retired a few years ago after having taught for 45 years. His teaching 
included junior and senior high schools in CA and NY then 28 years in the 
Theatre Department at Whitworth University in Spokane. He spends the 
month of August teaching and directing in the Youth Education program 
at Taproot Theatre in Seattle. At TLT, he directed Picasso at the Lapine Agile 
and an Off the Shelf reading of Oleanna. Other favorite directing projects 
include The Crucible, Pirates of Penzance, Fiddler on the Roof, Picnic, The Imaginary 
Invalid, Narnia, Billy Bishop Goes to War, Oedipus the King, Come Back, Little 
Sheba, Not About Heroes, Is He Dead - A New Comedy by Mark Twain, and Uri-
netown. A career highlight was directing 12 Angry Jurors  in Lithuania with 
actors from former Soviet bloc countries. He and his wife enjoy globe-
trotting and invading the homes of their seven married kids and ten grand-
children.  
 
Nena Curley (Stage Manager) 
Nena has been very busy already this year! She just appeared in Miracle on 
34th Street and stage managed Of Mice and Men, Gypsy, and Dracula. Other 
shows at Tacoma Little Theatre include A Christmas Story, The Last Night of 
Ballyhoo, and Steel Magnolias. She’s also stage managed The Mystery of Edwin 
Drood, The Rainmaker, and Spamalot at Lakewood Playhouse. Thank you 
Rick for a fantastic show! Thank you Noelle for all the little things you are 
helping with!  Thank you to my parents and Dylan for their love and sup-
port. 
 
Noelle Shai Edlin (Assistant Stage Manager) 
Noelle is excited to being doing her seventh production with TLT. Past 
productions include Boeing Boeing, Rabbit Hole, Second Samuel (twice), The 
Underpants, and Dracula.  She would like to thank her parents who encour-
aged her love of theater and the SQUAD!  
 
Blake R. York (Technical Director/Master Carpenter/Set Design) 
Blake has been involved with theatre in the area for the past 13 years. 
Blake serves as TLT’s Technical Director, Set Designer, and this year as 
Graphic Designer for the season posters. Favorite designs in the area in-
clude: Sleuth, Sylvia, Scrooge! The Musical, A Christmas Story, Rabbit Hole, Caba-
ret (TLT), Oliver!, A Funny Thing…., The Lion in Winter (Lakewood Play-
house), Seussical, Pippi Longstocking (TMP), and The Tempest (Olympia Little 
Theatre). He would like to thank his wife Jen, his parents, and his friends 
for everything they have done and continue to do for him. 
 

Staff Biographies 



Niclas Olson (Resident Lighting Designer) 
Niclas is pleased to return to TLT as resident lighting designer. Past de-
signs for TLT include Someone Who’ll Watch Over Me, The Joy Luck Club, 
Little Shop of Horrors, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, and Cabaret. Other local 
design credits include: Oliver!, The Woman in Black, The Rainmaker (LPH), 
Tea (Dukesbay), and Doctor Faustus (New Muses).  He is the managing ar-
tistic director of New Muses Theatre Company. www.NiclasOlson.com  
 
Michele Graves (Resident Costume Designer) 
Michele has been the Resident Costume Designer for the past four sea-
sons.  The quality of the shows, casts, and crews make it a pleasure to be a 
part of this theatre.  Whether doing a period production or a contempo-
rary piece, she enjoys costuming the many actors and getting to know the 
characters they portray.  “This has been my favorite season yet!  The 
shows, production teams, casts, and costuming opportunities have been 
fabulous.” 
 
Jeffery Weaver (Resident Properties Manager) 
Jeffery is delighted to be the resident props master/hair consultant ex-
traordinaire for another stellar year.  He enjoys working with the amazing 
staff here at Tacoma Little Theatre.  He would like to thank his wonderful 
husband Bruce, and children who continue to support his work both on 
and off stage.  He would like to send love to his BFF and Wifey #1 Ms. 
Jen.  As the wise Tallulah once said, "If you really want to HELP the 
American Theater don't be an actor daaahling… BE an audience!!”  Much 
love to all, "I give my life to the Theatre, because in it I'm building some-
thing for myself.  And what I build, I am.” 
 
Ana Bury (Resident Scenic Artist) 
Ana is thrilled to be back at Tacoma Little Theatre to paint for this pro-
duction! Previously, she has painted for Gypsy, A Christmas Story, and Rab-
bit Hole at TLT, as well as a multitude of shows at the Lakewood Play-
house over the last four years. She would like to thank all of the volun-
teers who gave so much of their time to help get this show ready. This 
show wouldn't be what it is without their hard work and selflessness. 
Please enjoy the product of our sleepless nights!  
 

Staff Biographies 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President 

C. Ellen Peters 

 

 

Vice President 

George McClure, MD 

 

 

Secretary 

Heidi Walworth-Horn 

 

 

Treasurer 

Katherine Davis 
 

 

Past President 

Micheal O’Hara 

 

Members At Large 

Randy Clark 

Annie Green 

Donna Knudson 

Jennifer Niehaus-Rivers 









OUR MURDER MYSTERY DINNER IS BACK! 



in order of  appearance 

Rachel Ann .............................. Margret Parobek 

Connie ....................................... Carol Richmond 

Leona ........................................... Sharry O’Hare 

Millie .......................... Shelleigh-Mairi Ferguson 

Officer Grayson .................................. John Naden 

Setting 

The home of  Connie Harland 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Time 

The Present 
 

Act I: 53 minutes Act II: 40 minutes 
There will be a 15-minute intermission 

Cast of Characters 



Shelleigh-Mairi Ferguson (Millie) 
Shelleigh has been doing theatre since she was 15 years old. She is 
honored to be share the stage with Sharry O’Hare, whom she last 
performed with 30 years ago in Peter Pan and with such a talented 
cast. Shelleigh has recently been seen at TLT as Gloria Rasputin in 
Bye, Bye, Birdie, and Muriel in The Fox on the Fairway, at Lakewood 
Playhouse as Dotty in Noises Off, Princess Puffer in The Mystery of 
Edwin Drood, and Mrs. Bennett in Pride and Prejudice, in Changing 
Scenes production of A Tuna Christmas, and at TMP as Grandma 
Addams in The Addams Family, Widow Corney in Oliver, and Frau 
Blucher in Young Frankenstein. She would like to thank her husband 
and four boys for their love and support as she goes out to play. 
 
John Naden (Officer Grayson) 
Exit Laughing is John’s first production at Tacoma Little Theatre. 
John previously performed in the role of Mr. Mauro in Britt Hob-
son’s The Interview, produced by Seattle’s Monomyth Theater. John 
has also performed stand-up comedy throughout Washington and 
Oregon. John would like to thank his fellow cast members and the 
entire production crew. He would like to send special thanks to the 
costume designer for making him look so official in the role. 
 
Sharry O’Hare (Leona) 
Sharry was last seen in the two person play, Six Dance Lessons in Six 
Weeks on TLT’s mainstage alongside her favorite actor, husband 
Micheal O’Hara. She is also a frequent participant in the “Off the 
Shelf” series and the annual TLT Gala. Favorite roles include real 
life characters Opera Diva Florence Foster Jenkins in Glorious at 
TMP and Opry Fan Louise Seger in Always, Patsy Cline at TLT. Off-
stage, Sharry shares her life with Irish Prince, Micheal and the two 
fur boys Bogart and Fraiser. In her spare time she is an avid needle-
woman and journal writer. With graditude to Rick, Nena, and this 
congenial cast for such an enjoyable experience. In loving memory 
of Kathryn Beall. Like Mary, she was “always the first in every-
thing.” 
 
Margret Parobek (Rachel Ann) 
A recent transplant to the Puget Sound, this is Margret’s second 
production with TLT having previously been cast as Curley’s Wife 
(Of Mice and Men). Exit Laughing is her first comedic production 
(excluding the terrible cheesy jokes she employs daily as a biology 
teacher). It has been an honor to work with such a hilariously tal-
ented cast and production team. 
 

Cast  Biographies 



Cast  Biographies 

Carol Richmond (Connie) 
Carol is thrilled to be back "home" at TLT with this fantastic cast 
and crew. She performed here this season in an “Off The Shelf” 
reading of three one acts and previously as Ouiser in Steel Magnolias. 
Most recently she has appeared in Come Blow Your Horn (Renton 
Civic), Barefoot in the Park, La Cage Aux Folles, Kiss of the Spider Wom-
an, and Caberet (all at Second Story Repertory). Other favorite roles 
include Kate in Brighton Beach Memoirs, Bubbie in Crossing Delancey, 
Marmee in Little Women, and Amelia Tilford in the The Children's 
Hour. All my love to Taylor, Elizabeth, Dan and Laney.  

SEASON TICKETS FOR OUR 99th SEASON 
ARE NOW ON SALE! 

RENEW OR BECOME A MEMBER TODAY 



Email: sharon@sharonbenson.com  Website: www.sharonbenson.com  

Mobile: (253) 381-7447 

Whether you're selling or buying a home in the 
South Puget Sound area, you want the very best 

when it comes to personal attention to your unique 
needs, a wealth of knowledge, and updates on the 

latest trends in the local market..... 
  

That's just what real estate professional 
Sharon Benson provides.  Find out for yourself 

why her clients consider her their trusted source for 
all their real estate needs. 

FROM THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

The Tacoma Little Theatre Board of Directors is delighted to have you in our audience, and 
we hope that you are enriched by this live theatre experience. Our Board has several goals 

for the upcoming year; please let us know if you want to be a part of achieving them! 

• Provide greater access, on stage and off, to our community. While we have been 

known to cast broadly, we’ve taken it a step further, and our casting notices specify 
that auditions are open to all racial and ethnic backgrounds unless otherwise specified. 

We encourage auditions from people of all backgrounds. 

• Provide clearer opportunities for volunteerism. We’ve always relied on our wonderful 

volunteers for ushering, and ticket taking, and event planning along with other work. 
We are now strengthening our Board committees and looking for people who are inter-
ested in volunteering with us on event planning, fundraising, facilities, and governance. 
If you have any interest in serving with any of those committees, please let Chris 

Serface (chris@tacomalittletheatre.com) know.  

• Prepare for our upcoming 100th anniversary and begin planning for continued up-

grades to our facility.  

Tacoma Little Theatre is fortunate to have strong leadership in Chris Serface, and we look 

forward to continued success with his leadership and our connection to you and the rest of 

our community. 

Enjoy the show! 

The Tacoma Little Theatre Board of Directors 



SUPPORT TLT ON SOCIAL MEDIA! 



Call Fred Moore—253-589-4813 

Irrigation & Sprinkler Services 

Backflow Servicing/Fencing/Outdoor Lighting 
License #MMIRRN1942OR 



Use code: tacomalittletheatre for 15% off  your order! 

Check out the bags in the concession stand! 

Great gifts for the theatre lover in your life 

Special Thanks 

 

New Muses 
Theatre Company 

Hill Funeral Home 
Terry S. Davies 

The House of Scott 
Funeral & 

Cremation Service 
Kitty Scott 

The Travel Company  
of Tacoma 

Mary Jo 

Bayview Optical 

Dukesbay Productions 

Cheryl & Pete Burgess 

Michele Graves 

Jen York 

Michael Dresdner 

 





ANGEL ($5000 and above) 
Randy & Aya Clark 
James & Edith Laurent 
Jan Simon 
 
BENEFACTOR ($1000-$4999) 
Jeanne Archie 
Jack & Billee Brown 
Jason & Tanya Carter 
Katherine & Michael Davis 
Marilee & Walt Johnson 
Nancy & Emery Lehman 
Kent & Kelly Phillips 
Carol Richmond 
Matthew & Carolyn Rutter 
Rebecca Serface & Ted Sandquist 
David R. & Kathryn E. Smith 
Suzanne Tunney & James DePew  
“In Memory of Connie Curley” 
Karen & James Wyman 
  
PLAYWRIGHT ($500-$999) 
James & Susan Baillon 
Marianne and Hans Brune 
Ralph & Linda Drews   
Dan & Colleen Fowler   
Lynn Geyer   
Martin Goldsmith & Jodie Zaricor 
Brent & Shannon Hall 
Rick & Susan Hornor 
William Laurent 
George & Helen McClure 
Sharry O'Hare & Micheal O'Hara  
Ellen Peters & Jeff Soifer 
Debra & Michael Pontius 
Mary Sudar   
   
PRODUCER ($250-$499)  
Beverly and Walter Ahnert   
Don & Due Brabham   
Ben & Marilyn Budde   
Suzette & Dan Casey   
Eldon Chelgren 
William Durbin 
Karen Havnaer 
Edward Klopping III 
Donna Knudson   

Bill Markley & Carol Santos-Markley 
Maxine Mehlhaff   
Grace Meikle 
Kathleen Oliver 
Karen & Vince Panesko   
Regina Reale 
Robert and Jacqueline Roper  
Steve Russell   
Marcia & Timothy Sherry   
Neil & Olga Smith 
James Tuttle & Ruth Ann Mikels  
Kris Symer & Peg Winczewski 
Cheryl Volheim 
Barbara H. Walter 
Heidi Walworth-Horn & Joe Horn 
  
DIRECTOR ($100-$249) 
Margaret (Peggy) Alston   
Henry Baarslag   
Rick and Mary Bartholomew  
Tom Birkeland 
Barbara Bloch – In Memory of Beverly Ah-
nert   
Jill and Barry Bornstein   
Robert and Marilyn Burmark  
John Butler   
Joyce Carlson 
Amber Carr 
Barbara Carrell 
Erin Chanfrau 
Tammy Chapuis  
Dayna Childs   
Julie & Steve Cole   
Francis Culp   
Cynthia Darland 
Karen Ekrem   
Duncan & Leslie Foley 
Jean Froud - In Memory of Beverly Ahnert 
Cathryn Galt   
Jean Garrity 
Diana George & Charlie Birdsell 
Kim & Tim Gerstmann   
Laura Giddings & Chuck Schilling  
Carol Goforth 
Jean Hardwick   
Jordan & Judy Harris 
Patricia Holmes   

Tacoma Little Theatre's Annual  Fund  Donors 

Tacoma Little Theatre is a 501(c)(3) organization and survives through the continued sup-
port of our community.  If you would like to donate, please fill out a form in our lobby or 

speak with any of our staff.  This list is current as of March 9, 2017. 



Susan & Ronald Hunt 
Judy Ip   
Sally Jackie 
Elizabeth Jacobsen  
Jude Kelley & John Bakos   
Julianne Klontz & John Hiblar 
Mandy Kruger 
Gerald and Joan Larson 
Martin Larson 
Joe and Doris Leister   
Dennis & Linda Leuthauser  
Linda Lewis  
Tracy and Richard Ling 
Robert & Rhoni Lozier   
Roz and Roger Lueck-Mammen  
Jodi Malone 
Jean Mandy 
Marc Mangel 
William D. Martyn   
Laurel Mauney   
William Maus 
Warren & Susan McCasland 
Amy McCullough 
Ann McPartlon   
Robert & Jerry Merriman 
Dana Messina Galagan & Dan Galagan 
Daniel & Jessica Miller 
Marion Miller 
Ted Miller 
Bliss & Shirley Moore 
Lark & Fred Moore   
Del Morrill 
Carolyn Patterson   
Karen Pease & Bob Barlow 
Susan Piper & Peggy Kamstra 
Lorraine Potter 
Syra Beth Puett   
Mark & Analee Reutlinger   
Troy & Tracy Rowan   
David & Gwen Sailer 
Judy Schuler 
John & Candace Sheehan - In Memory of 
Beverly Ahnert  
Catherine Schrup & Alan Stay 
Iris & Mark Smith 
Ralph Spaulding 
Howard & Jeannine Stephan 
Sidney and Patricia Stolp 
Ron & Beth Stone 
Fletcher B. Taylor 
Fran Thomas  
Frank Thompson 
Linda & Brian Tollefson   

Barbara Turecky   
Jay & Linda Van Nest 
Jim Vanderslice 
Paula Varner 
Ehrengard Ward  
Jane Welch   
Joy A. White   
Susan & Joe Willhoft 
Robert D. (Bob) Williams   
Ronald L. & Ann Williams   
Rosemary and Jim Williams   
Phoebe Yamamoto 
Bob & Robbin Yount   
Bev Zimel   
  
DESIGNER ($50-$99) 
Ralph & Xiaoze Baarslag 
Michael Bennett   
Carolyn Bjerke 
Mary T. Brasseaux   
Robert & Sharon Camner   
Stan & Beverly Corrington 
Margaret S. & Jack L. Daniel 
Marla Gonzales 
Margaret Hammond- In Memory of Beverly 
Ahnert  
Irene Haraguchi  
Helen Harlow   
Linda Heaton   
Michael & Barbara Hill 
Charles & Dianna Hough   
Genie Jefferson & Harold Moss  
Judy Kelley 
Kristine Kelly   
Ralph Kendall & Carol-Wray Sturgill 
William & Sandra Klipper   
Roberta & Gary Larson   
James LeGro    
Jennifer Niehaus-Rivers & Mike Rivers 
Ryan Parry   
Bill & Mignonne Peterson 
Cathie Redzinak   
David & Pat Reinhart   
David & Donnie Rostedt  
John Saunders 
Lynn & Kathleen Sommers 
Pat Steel    
Neil and Heidi Wachter   
Edward & Betty Zeiger 
  
COMPANY ($5-$49) 
John Abbott   
Mary Adsero 



Earl Anselone 
Peter & Ruth Bartels 
Ron Bauer   
Betty Blondin   
Rodman & Heather Bolek   
Keith & Sarah Boyd   
Nena Curley   
Elizabeth Danielson   
Ildiko Danko 
Felice Davis 
Nick Dawson   
Jim & Donna Dolge 
Michelle & David Ebeling 
Andrew & Julie Fry   
Maria Gilbert 
Hiroko Goda   
Jack Grah 
Glenda Haas    
Konnie & Arnie Heinricy   
Doug & Cathy Hill 
Karen & Dan Hoffman   
Holly Hunt   
Katjarina Hurt 
Jocelyn Johnson   
Bill and Kris Johnston 
Doug & Villa Kerr   
Elizabeth (Beth) & Joe Lonergan  
Carolyn Lowry 
Andrea Lumlee   
Mildred Magnusen 
Carlyn Matson   
Ann McPartlon   
Elizabeth Morado   
Marshall Murray   
Larry & Elfrieda O’Hara 
Mary Oakes   
Paul Parker & Sally Reichlin 
Brenna Pool   
Mike Reynolds   
Carol A. Robinson 
Christine Rose   
Chad & Barbara Russel   
Rosie Shultz   
Susan C. & William Smith   
Leigh Ann Stemm & Thomas Glenn  
Kathleen Tumble – In Memory of Beverly 
Ahnert 
Joseph and Sandra Tucker   
Mary Valentine   
Elizabeth Verhey   
Michael Wall   
Claudia (Cookie) & David Whitling 
Harlan Zinck 
Alec Zolper 

IN KIND 
Artful Dreamers Studio 
Kathleen Banks 
Barre 253 
Children’s Museum of Tacoma 
Karen Christensen 
Dr. Cool Dr. Heat, Inc. 
Glass Works 
Grassis 
Gray Lumber 
Joe Horn & Heidi Walworth-Horn 
immedia 
Kathryn Indovina 
Donna Kling Knudson 
Lakewood Racquet Club 
Martin Larson 
LeMay Car Museum 
George & Helen McClure 
McLendon’s Hardware 
Jennifer Niehaus-Rivers & Mike Rivers 
Sharry O’Hare & Micheal O’Hara 
Pacific Brewery 
Pacific Grill 
PetSmart 
Chris Serface 
Jeff Soifer 
STARStix 
The Tacoma News Tribune 
Vino Aquino 
Washington State Historical Society 
  
CORPORATE & FOUNDATION 
SUPPORT 
The Aloha Club 
Amazon Smile 
Artsfund Workplace Giving 
Boeing Gift Matching Program 
City of Tacoma Arts Commission 
Dimmer Family Foundation 
Fred Meyer Community Rewards 
Edward P. & Juanita J. Miller 
Microsoft Gift Matching Program 
Network for Good 
Puyallup Tribe of Indians 
The Greater Tacoma Community Foundation 
The Seattle Foundation-The Morgan Fund 
Thrivent Choice 
Washington State Arts Commission  
  
 

If you have contributed in the past 18 months and do not see 
your name, or find an error with your donation, please contact us 



Serving South King and Pierce Counties for 
More Than 20 Years With Over 

35 Years of  Industry Experience 

Dr. Cool Heating and Air Conditioning has been 
providing heating and cooling installation, maintenance 
and repair of all major brands for more than 20 years. 

 
Our service area includes residential and commercial cli-

ents in Tacoma Washington and the surrounding 
communities, including Auburn, Des Moines, 

Federal Way,  Fife, Lakewood, Puyallup, University Place, 
Maple Valley, Bonney Lake, and Enumclaw. 

 

KEEPING TACOMA LITTLE THEATRE 
HOT AND COLD 

 

 

Dr. Cool, Dr. Heat Inc. 
PO Box 2322 

Sumner, WA  98390 
 

(253) 863-5665 
 

drcoolinc@comcast.net        www.drcooldrheat.com 


