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D irector's N ote 

“It’s a little like juggling confetti.”   
 
This was the image that led me into A Midsummer Night’s Dream.  
The play is colorful, light, and dreamy, but also a challenge to 
keep up in the real air.   Then I began to wonder . . . What if  
this is set in the present?   What if  we start with an engagement 
party?   What if  the characters seem to appear in more than 
one world?   What if  the magic forest is a sleepy place?  What 
if  we are led both in and out of  the play by just one person?    
And, finally, what if  the moon is the center of  it all?   
 
Briefly, this happens:  In the Court, four mismatched lovers 
leave a noble couple and escape into the woods. In the Town, a 
group of  amateur actors get together to rehearse a play.   In the 
Forest, the Fairy Kingdom brings on the bewitchment, and 
then indeed do “quick bright things come to confusion!”    A 
merry chase, many spells, a little madness, and several reconcili-
ations later. . . 
 
This Shakespearean comedy would not have been possible 
without the generous, inventive, and able souls who journeyed 
deeply with me into the play serving as designers, technicians, 
and actors.  The process was full of  hard work, discovery, and, 
above all, great joy. 
 
So here’s our little ‘song about the moon.’   Under a midsum-
mer night sky, may you both lose and find yourselves, as we 
did, with this enchantment.   
 
      Dream on! 

         Suzy 
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Special T hanks 



Suzy Willhoft (Director) 
Suzy is a local director, teacher, and actor. She returns to TLT after directing 
not one, but two productions of The Complete Works of William Shakespeare 
(Abridged) [Revised] here in 2013.  At TLT, she also directed The 25th Annual 
Putnam County Spelling Bee, Much Ado About Nothing, The Women, and Brighton 
Beach Memoirs.  This marks Suzy’s sixth (full-length!) Shakespeare play;   other 
directing credits (at Lakewood Playhouse, Stadium High School, and other 
theatres) include To Kill a Mockingbird, Once on This Island, Secret in the Wings, 
Waiting for Godot, and Nina Variations.  Her independent theatre company, 
Found Space Productions, has produced more than 25 plays and staged read-
ings, many site-specific.  Suzy wishes to thank Tacoma Little Theatre and this 
amazing company and production team!   
 
Dana Galagan (Stage Manager) 
Dana has worked with director Suzy Willhoft previously on Much Ado About 
Nothing and then again for The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee.  Dana is 
often seen onstage as well as behind the scenes and was Clairee Belcher in last 
season’s Steel Magnolias here at TLT. She is pleased to have the privilege of 
working with this wonderful cast and crew. Thank you Dan G. 
 
Evelyn Conroy (Assistant Stage Manager) 
Evelyn first encountered Midsummer in a youth production at age twelve, and 
feels blessed to be a part of it once again with this remarkable cast and 
crew.  Recently, she performed in The Changing Scene Northwest's short play 
festival, and worked on Bye Bye Birdie and Moonlight and Magnolias at TLT.  A 
big thanks to Suzy and Dana for the chance to work with them! 
 
Erin Manza Chanfrau (Set Designer) 
Erin Manza Chanfrau has designed, painted, directed, and acted in the Puget 
Sound region for over fifteen years. She just finished directing for AIE’s Play 
Buffet at Theatre on the Square and can be seen in the upcoming Double 
Shot Festival at BCPA this October. 
 
Blake R. York (Technical Director) 
Blake has been involved with theatre in the area for the past 12 years. This 
year Blake became TLT’s Technical Director after serving as the Resident Set 
Designer and Master Carpenter last year. Past shows designed at TLT include: 
Endgame, Sleuth, Spelling Bee, A Christmas Carol, Sylvia, Miracle on 34th Street and 
Six Dance Lessons in Six Weeks. He would like to thank Jen, his parents, and his 
friends for everything they have done and continue to do for him. 

Staff B iographies 



Michele Graves (Resident Costume Designer) 
Michele has stitched and designed costumes for Tacoma Little Theatre for 
over 25 years. In recent years she was costume designer for Eleemosynary, Al-
ways, Patsy Cline, Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, Footloose, Sylvia, and Six Dance Lessons 
in Six Weeks. This year Michele continues on as the Resident Designer and 
hopes to continue her relationship with TLT as a costume designer as well as 
a volunteer for many years to come! 
 
Niclas R. Olson (Lighting Designer) 
Niclas is an actor, director, playwright, and designer based in Tacoma.  He is 
pleased to be returning to TLT for A Midsummer Night’s Dream.  Other local 
credits as a designer include lighting designs for Oliver!, The Woman in Black, 
and The Rainmaker (LPH), Someone Who’ll Watch Over Me, Nightwatch, The Joy 
Luck Club, Little Shop of Horrors (TLT), Dreamgirls (DASH).  He is the manag-
ing artistic director of New Muses Theatre Company and former resident 
lighting designer at TLT, and holds a BFA from PLU.  He can currently be 
seen onstage in the title role of Doctor Faustus with New Muses Theatre 
Company.  Upcoming projects include: Angels in America (OLT- Director), 
My Name Is Rachel Corrie (TLT Off The Shelf - Director), Little Women (LPH- 
Lighting), Tea (Dukesbay- Lighting).  www.NiclasOlson.com 
 
Robin Dean (Charge Scenic Artist) 
Robin has previously painted for TLT’s It’s a Wonderful Life and at Lakewood 
Playhouse.  She assisted on the sets of The Children’s Hour, The Rainmaker and 
was the lead scenic artist for The Importance of Being Earnest, Arsenic and Old 
Lace, and Pride and Prejudice.  She also assisted at PLU for Kiss Me Kate.  She is 
very excited to be back at TLT and wants everyone to know how much she 
has enjoyed working on this wonderful show.  Robin will again be painting 
for the upcoming Dial “M” for Murder. 
 
Jeffery Weaver (Properties Master) 
Jeffery is pleased to be the Resident Property Master for the 2014/15 Season 
here at TLT. Working with the amazing staff this season will be both a joy 
and honor.   Jeffery believes his background in film, stage and television is 
what contributes to his eye for small and factual details. He would like to 
thank his wonderful husband Bruce, and children who continue to support 
his work both on and off stage. He would also like to thank his special group 
of theater friends and his BFF and wifey #1 Ms. Jen who believes in him and 
the gifts he has to share. And lastly Chris, thanks for taking the chance to 
change the process. Much love to you all!  
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Setting 
In and around Athens 

The Duke’s Palace, the Town, the Magic Forest, and the Royal Courtyard 

 

T ime 
The Present 

 

Synopsis 
Part One 

Puck welcomes us into the play.  At his engagement party, Theseus passes 
judgment on Hermia, who refuses to marry Demetrius and agrees to run 
away with Lysander.  They confide in Helena, who is already in love with 
Demetrius.  Meanwhile, some Athenian workers plan to produce a play 
for the wedding-day of Duke Theseus.  In the forest, Oberon and Titania 
are quarreling, but the fairy king sends Puck to fetch a magic flower, 
which will also help Helena to secure the love of Demetrius.  Oberon 
sprinkles magic juice on Titania’s eyes; Puck mistakes Lysander for Deme-
trius, and anoints his eyes so that he falls in love with Helena.  Hermia is 
left alone in the forest.  The workers meet in the woods, but Puck inter-
rupts their rehearsal, puts a donkey’s head on Bottom, and leads him to 
Titania, who falls in love with him. 

 

There will be a fifteen minute intermission 

 

Part Two 

Oberon discovers Puck’s mistake and tries to correct it by sprinkling the 
juice on Demetrius’s eyes.  Now Helena thinks she is being mocked by 
Hermia and the two men.  Oberon orders Puck to keep the rivals apart 
until the situation can be remedied.  Bottom teases the fairies until he falls 
asleep.  Oberon takes the spell off Titania’s eyes, and all the fairies depart, 
leaving the lovers to be woken up by Theseus.  Finally Bottom wakes up.  
He returns to Athens, and the workers prepare to go to the palace.  After 
their wedding, Theseus and Hippolyta, with the now-married lovers, 
watch the performance of ‘Pyramus and Thisbe’ before going to bed.  
When the mortals have retired, the fairies return to bless the marriages.  
Puck bids the audience goodnight. 



C ast of C haracters 
The Court: 
Theseus, Duke of Athens ................................................... Mark Peterson 
Hippolyta, betrothed to the Duke ..................................... Nicole Lockett 
Demetrius, in love with Hermia ......................................... Steven Walker 
Lysander, in love with Hermia........................................ Mackenzie Ikeru 
Helena, in love with Demetrius ................................ Cassie Jo Fastabend 
Hermia, in love with Lysander............................................. Myia Johnson 
Egea, Hermia’s Mother .................................................... Kaitlin Dresdner 
Philostrate, Master of the Revels ....................................... Xander Mobus 
 

The Mechanicals: 
Bottom, a weaver ........................................................ Michael J. Griswold 
Quince, a carpenter .......................................................... Kaitlin Dresdner 
Snug, a joiner ..................................................................... Ali Rose Schultz 
Snout, a tinker ................................................................... Courtney Rainer 
Starveling, a tailor ........................................................ Adrianna Littlejohn 
Flute, a bellows’ mender ............................................. Everett McCracken 
 

The Fairy Kingdom: 
Robin Goodfellow, a puck or hobgoblin ......................... Xander Mobus 
Oberon, King ....................................................................... Mark Peterson 
Titania, Queen ..................................................................... Nicole Lockett 
Cobweb, fairy .................................................................... Ali Rose Schultz 
Peaseblossom, fairy .......................................................... Courtney Rainer 
Mustardseed, fairy ....................................................... Adrianna Littlejohn 
Moth, fairy .................................................................... Everett McCracken 
 

The Play: 
The Prologue..................................................................... Kaitlin Dresdner 
Pyramus ....................................................................... Michael J. Griswold 
Thisbe ........................................................................... Everett McCracken 
Lion .................................................................................... Ali Rose Schultz 
Wall .................................................................................... Courtney Rainer 
Moonshine .................................................................... Adrianna Littlejohn 



Kaitlin Dresdner  (Egea, Quince, The Prologue) 
After a 5-year break from the theatre, Kaitlin is very pleased to 
be performing on the TLT stage. Most of her credits are as a 
stage manager for the University of Washington and various the-
atre companies in Tacoma and Seattle, so her role as Quince is a 
natural transition from the tech booth to the stage.  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Cassie Jo Fastabend (Helena) 
Cassie is excited to join TLT with this lovely production! She 
attends UPS, earning a dual English & Theater Arts degree.  Past 
roles include Cecily in The Importance of Being Earnest, Catherine 
Givings in In The Next Room, and Celia in As You Like It.  She 
would like to dedicate her performance to her Grandfather, 
Papa, who she knows is watching as he rests in peace. 
 

 
 

Michael J. Griswold (Bottom, Pyramus) 
Michael is pleased to return to TLT where he was last seen as 
Leonato in Much Ado About Nothing. Many thanks to a warm-
hearted cast with which to discover Shakespeare and to you, the 
audience, for being willing to open your minds and hearts to 
such ‘silly stuff’.  Past favorites include: David in To Gillian on her 
37th Birthday, Tim in Noises Off, Edmund in King Lear, Davey in 
Voice of the Prairie, and Grandpa in You Can’t Take It With You. 

 

Mackenzie Ikeru (Lysander) 
This is Mackenzie's first production at TLT! A Junior attending 
Bellevue High School, Mackenzie is very excited to join this 
great community.  Having trained at the Youth Academy of Dra-
matic Arts in West Hollywood, California, Mackenzie is quite 
grateful for a theatrical opportunity beyond the academic realm 
and hopes to have more in the future! 
 
 

 

Myia Johnson (Hermia) 
Myia is a BFA theatre graduate from Pacific Lutheran University.  
Her past acting credits at PLU include Our Town, A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, The Complete Works of William Shakespeare (abridged), 
and Inspecting Carol.  Last year she was in American Roulette with 
Theater Artists Olympia/Animal Fire. Myia would like to thank 
her family and friends for their love and support.  
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Adrianna Littlejohn (Starveling, Mustardseed, Moonshine) 
This is Adrianna's first stage production since graduating from 
The American Academy of Dramatic Arts in Los Angeles. Oth-
er Shakespearean roles she has played include Katherine from 
The Taming of the Shrew, and Cleopatra from Antony and Cleopatra. 
This is her first show with TLT. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Nicole Lockett  (Hippolyta, Titania) 
After some time away, Nicole is very excited to be back on the 
TLT stage!  Some past South Sound stage credits include: Ring 
Round the Moon, Tom Sawyer: The Musical, You Can't Take it With 
You, and Once in a Lifetime (Lakewood Playhouse); Bluebeard and 
Terminus (Assemblage Theater); and Night Watch, Dr. Jekyll & 
Mr. Hyde, Major Barbara, and The Crucible (TLT).  Her alter ego 
lives and works in Seattle as a paralegal. 
 

Everett McCracken (Flute, Moth, Thisbe) 
Everett is thrilled to be back on the stage at TLT. He was last 
seen here in To Kill A Mockingbird last season as Mr. Cunning-
ham.  Special thanks to friends, family, and teammates for their 
support.  He is proud to be a part of this very talented cast. 
Thank you Suzy! 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Xander Mobus (Philostrate, Robin Goodfellow “Puck”) 
Xander is a longtime lover of the works of Shakespeare (and 
this show in particular) and is delighted to be a part of such a 
wonderful production. He has previously been seen in such 
shows as Man of La Mancha at TMP, and Cabaret, Spamalot, and 
Dracula at Paradise Theater in Gig Harbor. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Mark Peterson (Theseus, Oberon) 
Mark is thrilled to be back on the Tacoma Little Theatre stage. 
His last show at TLT was The Laramie Project directed by Brie 
Yost. In 2005 Mark received a Master's degree for performance 
from the University of Idaho.  He also worked with the Oregon 
Shakespeare Festival for three seasons as an actor. 
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Courtney Rainer (Snout, Peaseblossom, Wall) 
Courtney is a junior at Tacoma School of the Arts (SOTA). She 
is thrilled to be a part of this company. She was most recently 
seen in SOTA’s production of Alice in Wonderland. Courtney had 
the opportunity to intern with Tacoma Little Theatre youth pro-
ductions this summer and is so grateful to be back again.  She 
would like to thank her family for their constant support, love 
and inspiration. 
  
Ali Rose Schultz (Snug, Cobweb, Lion) 
This is Ali's first show at Tacoma Little Theatre. Ali recently 
graduated from Pacific Lutheran University with a BFA in Act-
ing/Directing and a Minor in Music. PLU credits in-
clude: Louisa, The Fantasticks, Mrs. Webb, Our Town, and Lil' Bit 
in How I Learned to Drive. Ali would like thank all of those 
who've supported her through her artistic endeavors--especially 
Jack. Thank you. 
 
Steven Walker (Demetrius) 
Steven has recently performed in TMP's Young Frankenstein, The 
Prince and The Pauper, and Man of La Mancha.  A short while ago 
he played in the chorus on this very stage in Bye Bye Birdie! This 
production marks Steven's second showing at TLT and holds 
the distinction of being his first experience in the world of 
Shakespeare. "A great many thanks to anyone who has helped 
me in this process. From running lines to carpools, you all are 
loved!" Dote on the diversion! 
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ANGEL ($5000 and above) 
Randy & Aya Clark 
George B. & Helen McClure 
 
BENEFACTOR ($1000-$4999) 
Maria Kadile Konop 
James & Edith Laurent 
George B. & Helen McClure 
Carol Richmond 
Jennifer & Mike Rivers 
Elliot A. Weiner, MD 
  
PLAYWRIGHT ($500-$999) 
Hans & Marianne Brune 
Jason & Tanya Carter 
Ralph & Linda Drews 
Martin Goldsmith & Jodie Zaricor 
Joe & Heidi Walworth-Horn 
Joe & Doris Leister 
Ellen Peters & Jeff Soifer 
Rebecca Serface & Ted Sandquist 
Patricia & Sidney Stolp 
Barbara H. Walter 
James & Karen Wyman 
  
PRODUCER ($250-$499)  
Beverly & Walt Ahnert 
Leslie & Duncan Foley 
Georgia Howell 
Jennifer McKee-Johnson & Chatt Johnson 
Edward Klopping 
Jean Mandy 
William D. Martyn 
Charles & Jeanette Mefferd 
Maxine L. Mehlhaff 
John & Guelda Messina 
Lark & Fred Moore 
Jon Douglas Rake & Jeffrey Stvrtecky 
John Saunders 
Kristine L. Symer & Peg Winczewski 
Suzanne Tunney & James DePew 
Glen Ulmer: “In Memory of John Laurent” 
Susan Willhoft 
  
DIRECTOR ($100-$249) 
Aloha Club, Inc. 
Carole Axtell 
Kathy Bailey 
Mary & Rick Bartholomew 
Tom Birkeland 
Ben & Marilyn Budde 
Marilyn & Robert Burmark 
John F. Butler 
Joyce Carlson  
Eldon Chelgren 
Beverly Cornett 
Beverly & Stan Corrington 
Cynthia Darland 
Karen Ekrem 
Colleen & Dan Fowler 
Gene & Lynn Geyer 
David & Lawrinda Griffith 
Judy & Jordan Harris 
Karen Havnaer 
Michael & Barbara Hill 
Susan Hunt 
Elizabeth H. Jachim 
Darlene G. Kerwin 
Karen & Grant Lau 
Dennis & Linda Leuthauser 
Dr. Richard & Tracy Ling 

DIRECTOR (continued) 
Genevieve Long & Justin Long 
Susan McCaslund 
John & Joan McMahon: “In Memory of Georgia Howell” 
Martin & Laurel Mauney 
Carol & Bill Markley 
Jerry & Kathy Maxey 
Bill & Grace Meikle 
Bliss & Shirley Moore 
Pamela & Peggy Nix 
Micheal O’Hara & Sharry O’Hare 
Stephen Pyne 
Regina Reale 
Analee & Mark Reutlinger 
David & Gwen Sailer 
Rosie Shultz 
Joan Shalikashvili 
Rita Sharangpani 
Alyson Soma & Nicolas Force 
Cathy Sorensen 
Ron & Beth Stone 
Mary Sudar 
Barbara Turecky 
Katherine F. Turlis 
Jim Tuttle 
Paula Varner 
Ehrengard Ward 
Jane Welch 
Jim & Rosemary Williams 
Ron & Ann Williams 
Ron Witter 
Ed & Betty Zeiger 
  
DESIGNER ($50-$99) 
Barry & Jill Bornstein 
Shonali Bose 
Isabelle & Toni Burton 
Barbara Carrell 
Ed & Ulla Conkey 
Elizabeth Cullen 
Margaret & Jack Daniel 
Elizabeth Danielson 
Annalu Farber 
Tom & Mary Felkins 
Laura & Grant Gardner 
Jack Grah 
Robert L. Hansen 
Edna Hohbein 
Charles & Dianna Houghs 
Gary & Roberta Larson 
Gerald & Joan Larson 
Linda Lewis 
Roger & Roz Lueck-Mammen 
Alice Montgomery 
Larry & Elfrieda O’Hara 
Paul Parker & Sally Reichlin 
Susan Piper 
Robert & Jacqueline Roper 
Judy Schuler 
Stan & Doris Sherwood 
David R. & Kathryn Smith  
Lynn & Kathleen Sommers 
Brandon Tautfest 
Joseph E. & Sandra Tucker 
Robert (Bob) Williams 
  
COMPANY ($5-$49) 
James Adams 
Sarah Beauvais 
Liliane & Walter Bender: “In Memory of Georgia Howell” 
Elizabeth Bentler 

T acoma L ittle T heatre's D onors 
Tacoma Little Theatre is a 501(c)(3) organization and survives through the continued sup-
port of our community.  If you would like to donate, please fill out a form in our lobby or 

speak with any of our staff.  This list is current as of September, 2014. 



COMPANY (continued) 
Perry Blazewicz 
Kathy & Dewey Brock 
Dan & Suzanne Casey 
Edward Chamberlain 
Milt Davidson 
Sally Jackie Davidson 
John Doherty 
David Doremus 
Jean Fitzharris 
Jean Froud 
Mary E. Gilston 
Marcia Goldsmith 
Michael Graham 
Frances Hall 
John Hiblar 
Katherine Hinkle 
Karen Hoffman 
Terry Huber 
Philip & Kathryn Indovina 
Eric & Liz Jacobsen 
Frank Kohel 
Jacqui Kramer 
Mary & Michael Kun 
Kelly Lenderink 
Joe & Beth Lonergan 
Bob & Rhoni Lozier 
Lucy S. McKee: “In Memory of Arlene Hanson” 
Barbara Madsen: “In Memory of Georgia Howell” 
Jorge A. Marciano 
Leonielee Mattes 
Chris Meyer 
Charles & Shirley Monthy 
Suzanne & Seamus Neary 
Mary Oakes 
 

COMPANY (continued) 
Jean Ramey 
Steven & Rachel Roewer 
Troy & Tracy Rowan 
Elaine Seeberger 
Catherine R. Sleavin 
Susan Smith 
Chris Stancich 
Leigh Ann Stemm 
Nikita Sunilkumar 
Grace L. Thomas 
Mary Valentine 
D.A. & Lorraine Warber 
Christina Watson-Foreman 
Catherine Wilson 
Eileen Yoshina 
  
EDUCATOR 
James Adams 
Diana DeWald 
Dan Schmidt 
Kai Sounthala 
AnneMarie Stirbis 
  
CORPORATE & FOUNDATION SUPPORT 
Artsfund Workplace Giving 
Boeing Gift Matching Program 
City of Tacoma 
Edward P. & Juanita J. Miller  
Microsoft Gift Matching Program 
The Greater Tacoma Community Foundation 
 

 If you have contributed in the past 18 months and do not see 
your name, or find an error with your donation, please contact us 

as soon as possible. 




