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George Schneider ....................................... Robert Alan Barnett* 

Leo Schneider ........................................................... Kent Phillips* 

Jennie Malone ....................................................... Brynne Garman 

Faye Medwick ................................................................ Holly Rose 

Cast of Characters 

The Scene 

There will be one 15 minute Intermission 

 

The action of Chapter Two takes place in Jennie Malone’s upper East Side apartment and 
George Schneider’s lower Central Park West apartment.  The play begins on a late 

February afternoon and continues through to mid-spring.   

chapter two 
 

A Comedy in Two Acts 

by Neil Simon 
 

Directed by 
Alyson Soma 

 

Produced by special arrangement with 
SAMUEL FRENCH, INC. 

 
The video and/or audio recording of this performance by any  

means whatsoever are strictly prohibited.  

*Robert Alan Barnett and Kent Phillips appear through the courtesy of 
Actors' Equity Association, the Union of Professional Actors 

and Stage Managers in the United States. 



Director’s Note 

Chapter Two, in my opinion, is one of the most personal and introspective 
plays Neil Simon has written. Based on the loss of his first wife, Joan, to can-
cer, and his subsequent “rushed” marriage to Marsha Mason, Chapter Two is 
raw, challenging and heart-felt all mixed with Simon’s usual brand of humor. 
Before he wrote the play, he did ask for Marsha’s approval as he felt it was 
too personal to go public without her consent. She gave it and so he began to 
write. The most interesting bit of trivia to me, is that Marsha did, indeed, give 
Neil a version of that genuine and powerful speech in Act II after he threat-
ened to leave her. Although he could not, naturally, remember every word 
and thought of what she actually said, he was able to capture the essence of it 
in a very beautiful and moving monologue.  

Simon writes in his memoir The Play Goes On: 

“Two things happened to me at the same time. One I was grateful for; the 
other I was almost ashamed of. I was grateful for her bravery, her intelli-
gence and her love. I was ashamed because I knew that what she said was so 
powerful, I was going to put it in the play.” 

On a personal level, this show and these actors are very special to me. Bob, 
Kent and Brynne have gone on a tremendous journey together with Curt and 
me through the years, performing this show many times. And this go-around 
we are pleased to have Holly Rose and the TLT crew join our family. My 
first professional directing gig was here in Tacoma at the Spirit Theatre di-
recting Chapter Two with my now dear friend Brynne as Faye. Being back in 
Tacoma, it seems the two of us have gone full circle.  

No matter how many times we do this show, we discover something new in 
the script, in the characters, but, mostly, in ourselves. Life changes us, loss 
changes us, love changes us. What doesn’t seem to change is the faith, trust 
and friendship we have in each other and I think, honestly, that’s what life is 
about. 

I would be remiss if I didn’t thank Chris for welcoming us to TLT and mak-
ing our time here so fabulous, along with a heartfelt thank you to my stage 
manager and long-time collaborator, Curt. 

Lastly, to our friend Jane - we are so proud of you and your grace and cour-
age. We are thankful to be your friends and we can’t wait to have you back 
on stage with us again soon. 

-Alyson 
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Robert Alan Barnett (George Schneider) 
Bob is delighted to be performing Chapter Two again! Favorite 
shows include Boeing Boeing (Robert), The Foreigner (Charlie 
Baker), And Then There Were None (Judge Wargrave), Arsenic & 
Old Lace (Jonathan Brewster), The Mousetrap (Major Metcalf), The 
Trial of Ebenezer Scrooge (Scrooge) and Godspell (Judas) all at Ren-
ton Civic Theatre. He recently completed work on the Reese 
Witherspoon film, “Wild” (due out Summer 2014) and has ap-
peared on “Grimm” and “Leverage”. He has performed at the 
Oregon Shakespeare Festival, the Cleveland Play House and the 
Kentucky Shakespeare Festival among many others. But he is 
most proud of his wife of 28 years, Laurie, his two daughters, 
Sheena and Halley, and his grandson, Jayden. 

 
Brynne Garman (Jennie Malone) 
Brynne is pleased to return to Tacoma Little Theatre after previ-
ously performing as Dotty in Noises Off. More recent perfor-
mances include Martha in Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? at Lake-
wood, Myrtle in Kingdom of Earth at Stone Soup, and Hermia in 
Dead Man’s Cell Phone at Burien Actor’s Theatre. Her theatre 
background includes about 65 local credits, traveling as far south 
as Harlequin in Olympia, and as far north as Driftwood in Ed-
monds. Fans are invited to support her next gig: playing Sylvia in 
the comedy End Days at Burien Actors Theatre in May 2014. 
Many thanks to Alyson, Curt and our entire cast – I will never 
forget the memories of love and loss we have shared over the 
last five years. Here’s to new beginnings! 
 
Kent Phillips (Leo Schneider) 
Kent is a familiar face and voice in the Seattle-Tacoma area.   He 
is the co-host of the long running Kent and Alan show on 
STAR101.5, hosts the BUZZ on KOMO-TV and is the voice of 
a number of TV and Radio commercials including Bartell Drugs, 
Sylvan Learning Centers and Sleep Country.   He has directed 
and acted in over 100 plays throughout the Puget Sound re-
gion.  His last appearance in Tacoma was as the Narrator in The 
Good Doctor at Tacoma Actors Guild a few seasons ago, where he 
also directed Two Gentlemen of Verona.  Kent has appeared at 
Bellevue Civic (where he was Founding Director), Renton Civic, 
ACT, TAG, and numerous other stages in the area.  Favorite 
roles include Leo in Chapter Two, Mortimer in Arsenic and Old 
Lace, Corbin in Catch Me If You Can and Paul in Barefoot in the 
Park where he acted opposite his wife Kelley.   TV credits in-
clude everything from “Knots Landing” to the host of North-
west Afternoon for 15 years which garnered him an Emmy 
Award.  He is thrilled to be working with the cast, Alyson, Curt, 

Cast Biographies 



Please remember to silence your cell phone and mobile devices. 

No texting during the performance.    —Thank you 

Cast Biographies 
Bill and reprising the role of Leo which he performed eight years 
ago at Bellevue Civic and a few seasons ago at Kirkland Rep.  
Love to Kelley, and the kids.  It’s a joy to be on the stage for the 
first time at Tacoma Little Theater.  What a nice group of peo-
ple! 
 
 

Holly Rose (Faye Medwick) 
Holly is thrilled to be on the lovely TLT stage with this stellar 
cast! Some of her performing credits include: A Narrow 
Bed (Wings Theatre, NYC), dancing alongside Smashmouth 
(Radio City Music Hall, NYC), playing “Benten” in the World 
Premiere of The Kyogen Rope (O’Malley Theatre, Chicago), and 
playing Cassie in BCT’s production of Rumors – twice! Holly is 
involved in the local film scene here in the Northwest and is the 
founder and artistic director of Rosebud Children’s & Commu-
nity Theatre in Federal Way. (www.rosebudctc.org) Much love to 
her husband, Jason, and their daughters, Hannah and Harper. 
 
 
 
 



Alyson Soma (Director) 
Alyson is delighted to finally be working at TLT. Other directing credits include: Little 
Women, The Musical (SecondStory Repertory); Arsenic and Old Lace, Chapter Two, Plaza Suite, 
Rumors, How The Other Half Loves, On Golden Pond and The Odd Couple (Bellevue Civic Thea-
tre); The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, Deathtrap, The Importance of Being Earnest 
(Renton Civic Theatre); Go Back for Murder, Yes, Virginia…, Exit the Body, The Snow Queen 
and No Sex, Please, We’re British! (Driftwood Players). Recent stage credits include crazy 
characters like: Gretchen in Boeing Boeing (Renton Civic); Maria in Lend Me A Tenor 
(Centerstage); Agnes Gooch in Auntie Mame (Driftwood Players); and Cecily in The Odd 
Couple (BCT). Alyson is also a voice-over talent with many radio and television credits, a 
Northwest Soundie Award winner and a NW Emmy ® nominee. Her favorite cast is her 
nutty family. For mom, I can hear you laughing.  
 
Curt Hetherington (Stage Manager & Lighting Designer) 
Since the late Sixties, Curt has been involved in many aspects of theatre. He has directed 
Love Sex and the IRS and The Mousetrap for Bellevue Civic Theatre, Boeing Boeing, Spider’s 
Web, Rehearsal For Murder and The Farndale Avenue Housing Estate Townswomen’s Guild Dra-
matic Society’s Production of A Christmas Carol for Renton Civic Theatre, The Tomorrow Box, 
and Second Time Around for Valley Community Players and A Piece Of My Heart and Hay 
Fever for Burien Little Theatre. Curt was last seen as Rogers in RCTs production of And 
Then There Were None, as Gregor in VCPs production of Saving Grace and as General Cus-
ter in Nu Black Arts West’s production of Deadwood Dick: Legend Of The West. He has 
worked as Stage Manager and Lighting Designer for BCT’s Jesus Christ Superstar, The Good 
Doctor, and Driving Miss Daisy, Renton Parks The Music Man, and RCT’s Godspell and The 
25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee. He has designed and built sets for BLT’s The Lion 
in Winter, VCP’s Saving Grace and Renton Parks The Music Man. Curt looks forward to get-
ting back on stage and directing at a theatre near you. 
  
Blake R. York (Master Carpenter) 
Blake has been involved with theatre in the area for the past 12 years. This year Blake is 
the Resident Set Designer for TLT’s 95th Season although he got to take this show off 
and just serve as Master Carpenter.  Past shows designed at TLT include: Endgame, Sleuth, 
Spelling Bee, A Christmas Carol, Sylvia, Miracle on 34th Street and Six Dance Lessons in Six 
Weeks. He would like to thank Jen, his parents, and his friends for everything they have 
done and continue to do for him. 
 
Michele Graves (Resident Costume Designer) 
Michele has stitched and designed costumes for Tacoma Little Theatre for over 25 years. 
In recent years she was costume designer for Eleemosynary, Always, Patsy Cline, Dr. Jekyll and 
Mr. Hyde, Footloose, Sylvia, and Six Dance Lessons in Six Weeks. This year Michele has accept-
ed the responsibility of Resident Designer and hopes to continue her relationship with 
TLT as a costume designer as well as a volunteer for many years to come! 
 
Jeffery Weaver (Properties Master) 
Jeffery is proud to be part of the wonderful family here at the Tacoma Little Theatre. He 
is pleased to be working with some amazing people he has shared the stage and tech with 
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Special Thanks 
Lakewood Playhouse · Tacoma Musical Playhouse 

Rent-A-Center. Sokha Son 
Blake R. York, Sr. · Steve Barnett 

 

before. Jeffery's TLT technical credits include Miracle on 34th Street and The Laramie Project, 
as well as various other projects around the theater.  Jeffery believes his background in 
film, stage and television is what contributes to his eye for small and factual details.  He 
would like to thank his wonderful husband Bruce and children who continue to support 
his work both on and off stage. He would also like to thank his special group of theater 
friends and his BFF Ms. Jen who believes in him and the gifts he has to share: Uncondi-
tional love and acceptance is a true gift to never be taken for granted. A quote he loves 
and that rings true to the heart, "I give my life to the Theatre group, because in it I'm 
building something for myself.  And what I build, I am." 
Much love to you all! 
 
Emma Deloye (Assistant Stage Manager) 
Emma is a Junior in High School, and has been involved in theatre since she was 7.  Al-
though she loves performing, she has found a new love in the technical side of theatre.  
Make sure that you catch her back on stage in the upcoming production of Bye Bye Birdie 
in May. 
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ANGEL ($5000 and above) 
Randy & Aya Clark 
George B. & Helen McClure 
  
BENEFACTOR ($1000-$4999) 
James & Edith Laurent 
Carol Richmond 
Jennifer & Mike Rivers 
Elliot A. Weiner, MD 
  
PLAYWRIGHT ($500-$999) 
Hans & Marianne Brune 
Jason & Tanya Carter 
Ralph & Linda Drews 
Martin Goldsmith & Jodie Zaricor 
Joe & Heidi Walworth-Horn 
Ellen Peters & Jeff Soifer 
Patricia & Sidney Stolp 
Barbara Walter 
Casi Wilkerson 
James & Karen Wyman 
  
PRODUCER ($250-$499) 
Joyce Carlson 
Barbara Carrell 
Douglas & Kathleen Dorr 
Leslie & Duncan Foley 
Georgia Howell 
Edward Klopping 
Joe & Doris Leister 
Charles & Jeanette Mefferd 
Maxine L. Mehlhaff 
John & Guelda Messina 
Jon Douglas Rake & Jeffrey Stvrtecky 
Rebecca Serface & Ted Sandquist 
Glen Ulmer: “In Memory of John Laurent” 
Susan Willhoft 
Jim & Rosemary Williams 
  
DIRECTOR ($100-$249) 
Beverly & Walt Ahnert 
Aloha Club, Inc. 
Ralph Baarslag: “In Memory of Carrie Baarslag” 
Kathy Bailey 
Tom Birkeland 
Ben & Marilyn Budde 
Marilyn & Robert Burmark 
Isabelle & Toni Burton 
John F. Butler  
Eldon Chelgren 
Beverly Cornett 
Beverly & J.S. Corrington 
Cynthia Darland 
Colleen & Dan Fowler 
Gene & Lynn Geyer 
David & Lawrinda Griffith 
Judy & Jordan Harris 

DIRECTOR (cont) 
Karen Havnaer 
Eric Henning 
Michael & Barbara Hill 
Elizabeth H. Jachim 
Darlene G. Kerwin 
Dennis & Linda Leuthauser 
Dr. Richard & Tracy Ling 
John & Joan McMahon: “In Memory of Georgia Howell” 
Jean Mandy 
Martin & Laurel Mauney 
Carol & Bill Markley 
Bill & Grace Meikle 
Scott Miller & Ruth Chaffee 
Lark & Fred Moore 
Mike & Marsha Munson 
Karrie Nevin 
Pamela & Peggy Nix 
Stephen Pyne 
Regina Reale 
Analee & Mark Reutlinger 
David & Gwen Sailer 
Joan Shalikashvili 
Rita Sharangpani 
Alyson Soma & Nicolas Force 
Lynn & Kathleen Sommers 
Cathy Sorensen 
Kristine L. Symer & Peg Winczewski 
Suzanne Tunney & James DePew 
Barbara Turecky 
Katherine F. Turlis 
Paula Varner 
Ehrengard Ward 
Jane Welch 
Ron & Ann Williams 
Ed & Betty Zeiger 
  
DESIGNER ($50-$99) 
Jessica L. Allen  
Mary & Rick Bartholomew 
Barry & Jill Bornstein 
Robert & Marilyn Burmark 
Sharon & Robert Camner 
Elizabeth Cullen 
Margaret & Jack Daniel 
Elizabeth Danielson 
Annalu Farber 
Tom & Mary Felkins 
Edna Hohbein 
Richard & Linda Hooper 
Charles & Dianna Hough 
Gary & Roberta Larson 
Leilani Jackson Lee 
Roger & Roz Lueck-Mammen 
Katie McClure 
Alice Montgomery 
Larry & Elfrieda O’Hara 

Tacoma Little Theatre’s Donors 
Tacoma Little Theatre is a 501(c)(3) organization and survives through the continued sup-
port of our community.  If you would like to donate, please fill out a form in our lobby or 

speak with any of our staff.  This list is current as of March, 2014. 



DESIGNER (cont) 
Susan Piper 
Robert & Jacqueline Roper 
Judy Schuler 
Stan & Doris Sherwood 
David Smith 
Tom Swigart & Peg McGarry 
Joseph E. & Sandra Tucker 
Bob Williams 
Bob D. Williams 
Ron Witter 
  
COMPANY ($5-$49) 
Sarah Beauvais 
Liliane and Walter Bender:  
—“In Memory of Georgia Howell” 
Mary E. Gilston 
Marcia Goldsmith 
Eric & Liz Jacobsen 
Anne Jacobson 
Mary and Michael Kun 
Kelly Lenderink 
Lucy S. McKee: “In Memory of Arlene Hanson” 
Barbara Madsen: “In Memory of Georgia Howell” 
Jorge A. Marciano 
Chuck Meyer 
Troy & Tracy Rowan 
John Saunders 
Catherine R. Sleavin 
 

COMPANY (cont) 
Susan Smith 
Chris Stancich 
Nikita Sunilkumar 
Grace L. Thomas 
Mary Valentine 
D.A. & Lorraine Warber 
Catherine Wilson 
Eileen Yoshina 
  
EDUCATOR 
Laura Armstrong 
Diana DeWald 
David C. Doremus 
Jennifer Mohr 
Jonathan Nadeau 
Kai Sounthala 
 
CORPORATE & FOUNDATION SUPPORT 
Artsfund Workplace Giving 
Boeing Gift Matching Program 
City of Tacoma 
Columbia Bank 
Edward P. & Juanita J. Miller  
Microsoft Gift Matching Program 
The Greater Tacoma Community Foundation 
 

 If you have contributed in the past 18 months and 
do not see your name, or find an error with your 
donation, please contact us as soon as possible. 




